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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 


NOTES OF PROFESSOR GASTON’S LECTURE ON 
MALIGNANT TUMORS. 


By J. E. Kintrz, M.D., or Somerset, Ouro. 


Under the term “malignant” are comprised those morbid pro- 
ducts which have, within a variable period of time after their for- 
mation, the effect not only of destroying the tissues in which they 
are found but also the lite of the patient. They are usually described 
under the name of heterologous, heteroclite or heteromorphous 
products in reference to their want of similarity to the natural struc- 
ture of the tissue in which they are found, but the term malignant 
applies to all on account of their destructive disposition. 

The formations under this head are scirrhus, encephaloid, colloid, 
melanosis, and cancroid. Tubercle is not usually considered under 
this classification by surgeons. 

It would seem an unfortunate circumstance that the term cancer 
has been applied to this form of morbid growth, as its application 
is entirely figurative and calculated to mislead the mind of the stu- 
dent. The prevalence of cancerous disease is very great, as shown 
by the statistics taken in England a number of yearsago. By the 
above statistics we find that by far the greatest number occur in 
females, the ratio being about three females to one male. No reason 
can be assigned for that difference other than the frequency of the 
disease in the mamma and uterus. 

These various forms of morbid growth, although differing very 
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widely in many of their characteristics, possess some features in 
common, which we will consider before speaking of each separ- 
ately : 

1. They are all deficient in plastic material, but contain a large 
amount of albuminous substance, or the protein principles of the 
blood. 

2. They are all found, under the microscope, to consist of two 
‘parts—a fibrous stroma, and granules or cells, which seera to bear 
the relation of contained and containing parts. The cells often 
contain nuclei and nucleoli. 

3. They occur in nearly all the organs and tissues of the body, 
in both sexes, and at all periods of life, in all temperaments, in per- 
sons of all occupations, often existing at the same time in a num- 
ber of localities. They frequently display a very marked heredit- 
ary tendency. 

4. They present themselves under different forms ; generally as 
a circumscribed tumor, but frequently as a stratum or an infiltra- 
tion. 

5. They are all deposited as a secretion in fluid form, but soon 
become of a concrete character. After a time they work their way 
to the surface by exciting ulcerative action in the surrounding tis- 
sues. The sore which results is incapable of forming healthy 
granulation. 

6. They are all of constitutional origin, or connected with a con- 
taminated condition of the blood and solids. They usually make 
their appearance without any assignable cause, but may sometimes 
appear as the result of an injury. They always manifest a tendency 
to return after extirpation, either at the original site or at some new 
point. Their progress is usually rapid, causing death in from nine 
to eighteen months after their first appearance. As they advance 
they are apt to involve the neighboring lymphatic ganglions. 

The cancer cells are considered by the majority of pathologists 
to be of great diagostic value. In shape, the cancer cells are gen- 
erally spherical, and about one-thousandth of an inch in diameter, 
have oval eccentric nucleus, and one or more nucleoli ; as a rule, 
the largest and most perfect cells are found in scirrhus, particularly 
those of slow growth. The less perfect are seen in encepaloid and 
all rapidly developiug forms of the disease. 


ScIRRHUS. 


Scirrhus is a term employed to designate a morbid product, which 


is denser and firmer than any of the natural tissues, except bone, 
Scirrhus 


’ 


cartilage and tendon. It is often called “hard cancer.’ 
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is one of the most frequent occurring of all the malignant growths. 
It occurs at various periods of life, but rarely till after middle age. 
Scirrhus of the skin and liver sometimes occurs at a comparatively 
early period ; but elsewhere it does not often occur until after the 
age of forty. Females are much more liable to scirrhus than males. 
Certain organs and tissues are more prone to scirrhus than others. 
The liver, mamma, and uterus are very liable to suffer, while the 
testicle is very seldom or never attacked. The stomach, anus, rec- 
tum, and colon are often involved in both sexes ; of these the rec- 
tum seems to suffer most frequently. The bones, muscles, tendons, 
ligaments, aponeurosis, vessels, nerves, salivary glands, brain, lungs, 
spleen, and urinary organs are almost entirely exempt from this 
form of morbid growth. 

Scirrhus may appear under several varieties of form, as the tube- 
roid, stratiform. and infiltrated—the first of which is of the great- 
est importance surgically, as the other two occur principally in the 
internal organs. The best example of the tuberoid variety occurs 
inthe mammary gland. The tumor consists, sometimes, of a simple 
mass, but generally it is made up of several which, together, may 
form a growth as large as an orange, or a man’s fist. It is hard, 
dense and inelastic, and almost incompressible ; when cut, it pro- 
duces a peculiar grating sound. The tissues, sometimes, afford the 
tumor an imperfect capsule, but usually there is no such investment, 
the heteroclite matter being often spread in a very irregular man- 
ner, somewhat resembling the claws of an animal. 


STRUCTURE. 


A section of scirrhus in its mature stages presents a whitish, ho- 
mogenous appearance, and, upon being scraped, it affords a pecu- 
liar lactescent fluid called cancer-juice. Scirrhus has a very feeble 
circulation, its vessels being very small and, probably, wholly de- 
rived from the surrounding parts. No nerves have been traced 
into its substance, but their presence is inferred from the sharp, 
lancinating pain which is so characteristic of the disease. Lym- 
phatics also exist, which is proved by the fact that if arsenic be 
applied to an open scirrhus it is often absorbed, producing the same 
effect as when taken into the stomach. 


CHEMICALLY. 


Scirrhus is found to consist largely of albumen and fatty matter, 
the two forming more than half the entire mass. Earthy salts are 
found in considerable quantities, the greater part being in the form 
of sub-phosphate of lime. The minute structure of scirrhus con- 
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sists of two parts, a fibrous network and soft granular matter. The 
essential elements of scirrhus consists, mainly, of cells and free nu- 
clei, lying in a transparent matrix. The cells are of various shapes : 
in size they range from the one-sixhundreth to the one-seventeen- 
hundreth of an inch in diameter ; they have each a distinct wall, 
and generally inclose one or more nuclei. 


PROGRESS. 


Scirrhus generally progresses more slowly than the other hetero- 
morphus growths. It seldom becomes an open ulcer under twelve, 
fifteen or eighteen months. The color is always dark-purple or 
livid, the vessels immediately concerned in its production being 
enlarged and deeply congested. When it breaks down, an unsightly 
ulcer is exposed, having hard, steep and rounded edges, and a foul- 
looking bottom, generally incrusted with spoiled lymph. The dis- 
charge is always of a sanious, ichorous or sanguinolent nature, more 
or less fetid and irritating. It tarnishes silver, and imparts a green 
color to syrup of violets, and on mixing with sulphuric acid evol- 
ves a peculiar gas similar to sulphuretted hydrogen. No granula- 
tions ever form upon an ulcer. The tendency is to spread and to 
contaminate the surrounding structures. The structures most 
likely to suffer in this way are lymphatics. 


SyMPTOMS 


Are local and constitutional. In taking hold of such a tumor, 
we find it very hard and dense. It feels firm, incompressible and 
inelastic. At first it is circumscribed, but later it contracts adhe- 
sions to the surrounding parts and becomes firmly fixed in its posi- 
tion. The pain in scirrhus is sharp, darting and lancinating, caus- 
ing a sensation as if needles were thrust into it. In the earlier 
stages it produces very little constitutional disturbance, but after 
the tumor has gone on for some time sleep is interrupted by the 
pain ; the secretions are disturbed, bowels are irregular, and occa- 
sional attacks of fever; the countenance becomes sallow ; some- 
times there is diarrhoea. The patient dies completely exhausted. 
During the progress of the disease, scirrhus deposits often appear 


in other parts of the body. 
ENCEPHALOID. 


Encephaloid has various synonyms, the most common of which 
are soft cancer, medullary sarcoma, cerebriform cancer, and fun- 
gus hematodes. The disease is more common in the mamma, eye, 
testicle, uterus, liver, lymphatic ganglions, and bones than else- 
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where. Itseems to occur more frequently in males than in females. 
Chemical composition of encephaloid shows a close resemblance 
to that of scirrhus. The encephaloid matter presents itself under 
three forms, as a tumor, a stratum, and an infiltration, the first being 
the most common and of the greatest importance surgically. It 
varies in size from that of a pea to an adult head ; its shape is gen- 
erally somewhat ovoidal, and its surface more or less lobulated. 
When seated in an external structure it has generally a well-marked 
cyst, of a grayish or whitish appearance. Extending from the inner 
surface of this envelope are numerous processes passing through 
the interior of the diseased mass, intersecting each other and form- 
ing cells or cavities for the accommodation of new matter. The 
encepaloid matter, freed from its stroma, is of a soft, jelly-like con- 
sistence, resembling somewhat the tcetal brain, of whitish or shghtly 
reddish tint. It is coagulable by heat, alcohol and the acids. Ifa 
section of encephaloid be made it presents quite a density of ap- 
pearance and consistence. One part will be found soft and white, 
like brain ; another feel and look and cut like fibro-cartilege, while 
a third may be composed of a reddish, semi-concrete substance. 
To the latter the name of hematoid has sometimes been applied as 
expressive of its blood-like structure. It looks more like firmly coag- 
ulated blood than any other structure to which it can be compared. 
Sometimes a more solid substance is mixed up with the hematoid, 
as fibrous or fibro-cartilaginous structure. When this is the case it 
creaks under the knife, and cuts somewhat like raw turnip or ba- 
con-rind. This form seems to occur most commonly in the mam- 
ma, liver, testicle and lymphatic ganglions. Encephaloid some- 
times occur as an infiltration in the liver, lungs, uterus, and lym- 
phatic ganglions. This variety is not common. The stratiform 
variety occurs, sometimes, but rarely, in the cellular tissue of the 
stomach and rectum, and beneath the pleura and peritoneum. The 
encephaloid is a highly vascular structure and has a very high de- 
gree of vitality, growing very rapidly, and often attaining an enor- 
mous size in a few months after its first appearance. It seems to 
have a double circulation—one peculiar to iiself, the other common 
to it and the tissues in which it is found. The walls of the vessels 
are very brittle, and often give way, giving rise to dangerous hem- 
orrhage. It is thought that both nerves and absorbant vessels ex- 
ist in this form of morbid growth. Serous cysts are sometimes 
found in encephaloid tumors. When encephaloid starts it usually 
goes steadily onward till it destroys life. The time at which this 
takes’place varies ; on an average, it is from nine to twelve months- 
Death sometimes occurs much earlier, and may be deferred much 
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later, in exceptional cases. The period at which encephaloid be- 
comes an open ulcer is indefinite ; but when it does occur it is al- 
ways characteristic. Its edges are thin and undermined, jagged or 
irregular, and its bottom has a foul, bloody-fungus appearance. The 
discharge is usually profuse, and of a sanious, bloody or gangren- 
olent character. A development of laudable pus is never seen. 
Copious hemorrhage often takes place, particularly in the hematoid 
variety, and rapidly undermines the health. Lymphatic enlarge- 
ment usually occurs at an early period of the disease. Constitu- 
tional cachexy is always well marked in the advanced stages of the 
disease. Encephaloid is always distinguished by its comparative 
softness, its great bulk, and its lobulated surface. The pain is gen- 
erally slight at first. There is nearly always enlargement of the 
subcutaneous veins. In its earlier stages the tumor is movable, 
but in the advanced stages adhesions are formed, and it becomes 


permanently fixed. 
[To be concluded in our next.| 





CASES OF SCARLET FEVER. 


By H. Curistorner, M.D., or St. Josepn, Mo. 


It is unfortunate for patients that theories give rise to plans of 
treatment. Were they always true, this would not be so objection- 
able ; but it is no news to state that the history of medicine discov - 
ers many grave-yards of theories. They perished and were buried 
because there was no life in them. Truth is immortal, but human 
judgments evanescent, unless they happen to conform to truth. 
Just now the profession is strongly inclined to the germ theory of 
disease, and treatment is antiseptic, in a curative sense, for every- 
thing, because germs are thought to be the primary cause of all 
forms and kinds of disease. How many victims will perish on ac- 
count of this theory even Time will not be able to tell. It has af- 
forded no light in the treatment of disease, because old methods 
are as successful now as formerly, for the very good reason that 
principles never change. What is true at one time will be always 
true ; and, so far as the art of medicine is based on true principles, 
it will so continue. Changes in modes and methods do occur in 
the progress of the art, but they come because the old were found 
to violate the fundamental principles of the art. Knowledge 
discovers errors. 

In A. D. 1885 two cases of scarlet fever occurred in my family. 
Their occurrence could not be traced to a previous case, or any 
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local cause as an excitant. One was very mild. The patient was. 


a boy of about three years. He was not confined to his bed a sin- 
gle day ; only to his room. The other—a girl of about seven years— 
had a severe attack, which preceded the other a day or two. The 
eruption embraced the whole surface at the same time. The skin 
was very much flushed, dry, and rough ; the fever high, with dis- 
turbed dreams in sleep; the throat and nose were involved, the 
former highly inflamed, and the latter very dry. She had gone to 
bed the night before with a high fever, but there was no appear- 
ance of an eruption, nor was any eruptive disease thought of or 
suspected. She was given a purgative dose of calomel at bedtime. 
In the morning, when awakened, she was covered with the scarlet 
rash from tace to feet; the fever was still high. The treatment 
consisted of laxative doses of calomel until the fever was lessened, 
and anointing the whole body with vaseline, 3 i, and resorcin, grs. v, 
applying it every night and washing alternate nights. The throat 
and nose were sprayed with the same vaseline night and morning. 
The recovery was without sequele, and with but little desquama- 
tion, under the usual time—about a week. There was in the house 
at the sane time, and in an adjoining room, a boy about thirteen 
years old, who was transferred to another room during the attack, 
and for a time after. He escaped at that time. The rooms and 
halls of the house were fumigated with sulphurous oxide and chlo- 
rous oxide, produced by the action of strong sulphuric acid on the 
potassium chlorate. This I had used on severai accasions to disin- 
fect close cellars, and with the effect of removing all detectable 
odors. This fumigation was done about the 1st of November. 

On Christmas day, 1885, a daughter, with her two children, came 
on a visit. I thought that there was no risk, as the house had been 
ventillated every day since its fumigation. She occupied a room 
that had not been entered by either of the patients after they re- 
covered ; the children, however, went into every room of the 
house, after they came. On the 2d of January, the younger of the 
children—three years, past—was found to have the fever on awak- 
ing that morning, and on the 6th the elder was attacked ; both 
rather mild cases. The younger soon recovered, but the elder ling- 
ered, showing that the specific poison was not yet eliminated from 
the body. There was a slight anasarca and enlargement of a cer- 
vical gland, and pailor of the face. The recovery was slow ; treat- 
ment on general principles. At one time the case looked threat- 
aning, ecchymotic spots appearing on the ankles, with considera- 
ble fever. A few grains of calomel were given at bedtime, and the 
next day }-grain doses of quinine every half hour. In twenty-four 
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hours the ecchymotic spots were much fainter, the fever but slight, 
and the general condition much improved, so that I considered all 
danger passed. In these cases the throat and nose were sprayed, 
night and morning, with resorcin-vaseline, and their bodies an- 
ointed with the same. The recovery of the elder was complete, 
leaving no sequele about the nose, ears, throat or glands. 

On the 8th of January the thirteen-year old boy had a slight flush 
on the left side of the neck, with a little fever. The eruption was 
regarded as scarlatina, and in a day or so the tongue confirmed the 
conclusion. The eruption did not extend, and in a few days he 
was regarded as well. He was not in bed a day, and his diet was 
changed but little. On the 15th, I was much surprised to find him 
with fever again, and his whole body covered with the scarlet 
rash, with every appearance of a fresh attack. The case was treated 
as the others, and in the usual time the fever and the rash disap- 
peared. The tongue was correspondingly affected, the peculiar 
scarlatinous tongue being very marked. 

The facts noteworthy in these cases are: 1. That the fumigation 
and two months’ ventillation did not destroy the virus ; 2. That 
the eruption in the case of the 13-year old boy re-appeared on the 
eighth day after the first appearance, and with greater violence 
than at first, and continued the usual time; 3. That all the cases 
were treated on vencral principles, and that treatment proved as 
effective and as rapid as any supposed specific treatment. The 
resorcin and vaseline were employed because the combination was 
known to relieve inflammatory action of the skin, as in denuded 
burns, and not because of any antiseptic properties they possess. I 
use the combination constantly in nasal catarrh, especially the atro- 
phie form, and when the catarrh is attended by any disagreeable 
odor. Its excellent remedial virtues are also seen in any form or 
kind of ulcerative action on the skin or mucous surfaces. 
































VERATRUM VIRIDE IN THE TREATMENT OF ACUTE 
PNEUMONIA. 






By James B. Barro, M.D., ATLANTA, GA. 














The inferior position assigned to veratrum viride as a therapeu- 
tic resource in acute pneumonia by many prominent writers and 
teachers must-be surprising to those practitioners who have been 
in the habit of using the drug, and who have had favorable oppor- 
tunities for observing its effects and of estimating correctly its real 
worth. 
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It is not infrequently incidentally mentioned in connection with 
the treatment of this affection, as a dangerous remedy, of uncertain 
power, that may be tried with great caution as a febrifuge in some 
cases not marked by depression, and which do not tend toward 
asthenia. While, in truth, discreetly used, it is neither dangerous 
nor depressing, and is most trustworthy and effective when applied 
to suitable cases. In my opinion, its therapeutic capabilities are 
aot duly appreciated, and its dangers have been exaggerated. 

By its judicious employment the action of the heart may be fixed 
at will ; and, while the number of pulsations may be reduced to any 
desired point, the strength of the systole, within reasonable limits, 
is apparently increased, rather than diminished. 

It is especially in the earlier stages of the disease that the influ- 
ence of the drug is so potent and so grateful, for, like the lancet, 
by reducing the heart’s action, it withholds from the already sur- 
charged lung the excessive flow of blood that a rapidly beating 
heart propels directly uponit ; but, unlike the lancet, it is not prod- 
igal of the precious fluid, which is withheld, not wasted, and is 
saved to the system for future service, not sacrificed for a present 
need. In this view, then, veratrum may be regarded as a sustain- 
ing agent—the reverse of a depressant—as conserving the vital 
forces, not debilitating in its effect. It contributes to this result, 
not alone by obviating the demand for loss of blood by venesection, 
but also by relieving the heart from excessive and irritable action, 
thereby preventing exhaustion of the patient, and an unnecessary 
waste of the tissues. 

It is by no means certain, moreover, that an impending or com- 
mencing attack of pneumonia may not be avertted or aborted by 
the prompt and vigorous use of veratrum and opium. Iam aware 
that it is difficult, if not impossible, to establish the truth of a prop- 
osition of this character, but the weight of evidence, so far as my 
experience enables me to judge, favors the affirmative side of this 
question. : 

My practice has been to administer the tincture in doses of three, 
four or five drops to adults—and in exceptional cases even much 
larger doses may be confidently prescribed—combined with opi- 
um, at intervals of three or four hours, as required to accomplish 
and maintain the desired reduction in the pulse. Stimulants may, 
at the same time, be indicated. In my judgment they are generally 
needful at some period of an attack, and sometimes—always in the 
negro—they are absolutely indispensable. Brandy or whisky may, 
with perfect propriety, be administered in connection with the 
veratrum. No incompatibility exists between these remedies. 



















186 





SOUTHERN MEDICAL REconRD. 








Their simultaneous exhibition is not inconsistent with sound ther- 
apeutic principles, and the practical results achieved sustain the 
wisdom of the procedure. Each fulfills its mission without con- 
flict and without hindrance to the other. 
An excessive dose of veratrum may cause nausea and vomiting, 
and urged recklessly it may, of course, produce alarming depression. 
The former effect, which the opium, under usual conditions, suffi- 
ces to restrain, may be avoided by reducing the doses or by length- 
ening the intervals between them. The latter may be combatted, 
and with certainty corrected, by liberal stimulation. 
To secure satisfactory results, the qua ity of the preparation dis- | 
pensed should be above suspicion ; and if a pure and active speci- 
men be secured a genuine pleasure is reserved for the physician 
who witnesses the gratifying sense of relief which its administra- 
tion often brings to the laboring and sorely distressed patient. 
The value of veratrum in many other diseases—notably those in- 
volving pulmonary and cerebral congestions — affords an inviting 
topic, and one worthy of serious consideration, but which could 
not be appropriately discussed in this brief contribution to an im- 
portant subject. 































SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT :-OF LIGATION OF EX- 
TERNAL ILIAC FOR ANEURISM OF FEMORAL 
ARTERY. 











By J. McF. Gaston, M.D., 


Professor of Surgery in the Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Ga. 







In the March number of the REecorp there appeared a notice 
of my operation, on the 30th of January, for a femoral aneurism 
which co-existed with a popliteal aneurism, relieved by ligation of 
the femoral below Scarpa’s triangle two months previously. 

On the 18th of February, the silk ligature being still retained, 
an elastic strap was secured to it and fastened toa be't around the 
waist of the patient. A small roll of cotton was placed near the 
upper angle of the incision, over which the loose end of the liga- 
ture passed, so as to give a perpendicular traction upon the con- 
fined loop. Some additional force, by drawing slightly with the 
hand daily, caused tension which assisted in the dislodging of the 
ligature, so that the repetition of this on the morning of the 24th 
brought it away. On the same day the patient removed the liga- 
ture from the wound connected with the femoral, where it had re- 
mained for three months, being cut off close at the time of the op- 
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eration. There was more suppuration from this closed incision 
treated upon antiseptic principles than from the open wound after 
ligation of the external iliac, and this certainly offers no encourage- 
ment to expect absorption or encysting of silk ligatures upon ar- 
teries in the thigh, whatever may be the result in the pelvic viscera. 

A very interesting sequel of the ligation of the external iliac was 
the cessation of pulsation in the tumor, with iis gradual diminution 
in size and firmness, for six weeks, when pulsation was percepti- 
ble in the small mass that remained, and has continued up to the 
present time. Having watched the case closely for ten consecu- 
tive days without observing any increase in the tumor or the pul- 
sation, I suspected that it might result from the redevelopment of 
the profunda through the anastomosing}vessels, and proceeded to 
make an examination by lifting up the tumor with my fingers so 
as to relieve the impulse from beneath. Much to my relief no pul- 
sation could any longer be felt in the mass, though the evidence 
of pulsation beneath, in the line of the profunda, was evident. 
Thus the embarrassment, of a supposed reproduction of the aneu- 
rism is at rest, and my double operation turns out to be entirely 


successful in curing both the popliteal and femoral aneurisms, with 
a restoration of the circulation to the limb. 





THE TREATMENT OF PRURITUS PUDENDI. 
By E.S. McKeg, M. D., or CrncinnartI, OHIO, 


{Extract of a Paper read before the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine.]} 


First we should ascertain the cause of disease, to treat it intelli- 
gently. We should treat the constitutional disease, the origin of 
the trouble ; next we should treat the morbid phenomenon, the 
pruritus. Remove the cause and the pruritus will disappear of it- 
self. The parts should be washed twice a day with Castile soap 
and water; the diet should be vegetable, and regular action of the 
bowels maintained ; as a general rule, stimulants should be disal- 
lowed. In this troublesome trouble—for we can scarcely call it 
a disease—we need all the remedies we can find, hence I give all 
I know: 

4-per cent. solution of boracic acid. 

2-10-per cent. solution of carbolic acid. 

3-5-per cent. solution of silver nitrate. 

o-5-per cent. solution of bi-chloride of mercury. 

25-50-per cent. solution of sulphurous acid. 

6-per cent. solution of sodium bi-borate. 

Ointments of tar, boracic acid, camphor or iodoform. 

Mixtures of camphor and chloral. 

Infusions of tobacco. 
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20-per cent. solution of chloroform in almond oil. 

Treatment with the bi-chloride should be preceded by a removal 
of the mucus with warm water and the parts then dried with a 
soft linen. Pass a sponge, moistened with the solution, rapidly 
over the affected parts. This leaves a burning, smarting sensa- 
tion, which is alleviated by a few minutes’ washing with cold wa- 
ter. Subsequent applications become less and less painful. 

M. Dubois recommends, in the rebellious cases, that the entire 
surface of the vulva be cauterized with a solid stick of the nitrate 
of silver. The great objection to this is that it is extremely pain- 
ful and the alleviation produced by it is almost always temporary. 
Meigs recommends— 


ee ES ick vaviewssevakk anes an eyus 3 ij, 
acini bee se hh as aa hers «sel gr. ivss, 
Aque rose dest........ peewd oes iba ne eas fl. 3 viij. M. 


Sig. Apply three times a day to the affected part, with a sponge 
or soft piece of linen. Take care to wash well the parts before- 
hand with soap and warm water, and dry well afterward. A 
compress dipped in the oil of sweet almonds and laid in the com- 
missure of the vagina is recommended. 

When the trouble is general, temporary relief may be obtained 
by placing the woman in a prolonged soda bath, and subsequently 
rubbing the entire surface with vaseline. 

Pruritus, which has extended upon the distended abdominal 
walls, is well treated with— 

ee Ns sien vnae ve eceesi ones ses f Zv, 

tee eae el Ee keke ead f Zj. 

Sig. Apply locally. 

If the itching comes from an ulcerated cervix or, more properly, 
from the irritating discharge proceeding from it, apply nitrate of 
silver and introduce tampon of tanno-glycerine. 

Pruritus from breeding pediucli is well-treated by mild mercu- 
rial ointments. Stavesacre answers well. A plasm formed of 
flowers of sulphur and water; saline purgatives, as Pullna or 
Friederichshall water, Vichy baths, or even bathing with cold or 
tepid water constitute the best purgatives. Salines and colchicum 
may be indicated, also bromide of potassium. A weak solution of 
Goulard’s lotion, or lotion of— 


R. Liq. morphine hydrochlor...............-++06 f 3), 
Acid hydrocyanic dil, ..........00.0sccdeessons f 3 iss, 
NE OO eT ae eee ee Tee Tre eee Fs 

Sig. Use as a lotion. 

Pledgets soaked in the following, and placed in the vagina, have 

been found useful : 


R. Sodii biboratis......... OTT eet rer 
ee 
SPE Ee ee eT a 

Insert at bedtime and withdraw in the morning. 

Iodoform may be dusted over the parts. 
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The following has often given relief : 


R. Chloroformi 
Ol. amygdal 

Sig. Apply externally. 

Morphine and chloral, internally, may be found necessary to ob- 
tain relief at night. Hildebrant has found the tinct. cannabis indi- 
ce, gtt. 10-20, to be of even more service than these. 

There is no end to remedies ; the trouble is to get the right one. 


R. Extract opii 
Plumbi acet 
Acidi hydrocyanici dil 
Aquam, ad 
Sig. Apply on lint to the vulva; or— 
R. Liq. plumbi subacetat 
Acidi hydrocyanici dil 
Aquam, ad...... ee eT eT eee ener ee 


NE, MB a6 a Kea os bad cae cives rere T ZV. 
Div. in suppos. xx. 


Sig. Insert one in the vagina, night and morning. 
R. Sodii biborat 


Morph. sulph 
Aqua ros@..... ... ree Ty rrr rer rere f 3 viij. M. 


Sig. Apply to the vulva on lint. 
Trousseau recommends— 


Sig. Lotion. 


R. Hydrargyri chloridi mitis 
PT STE COTTE eS iin aRR an Kee wane 
Ft. unguent. 

Sig. Apply locally. 

A solution of nitrate of silver (20 grains to the fluidounce), ap- 
plied to the neck and cervical canal so far as accessible, will often 
remove the pruritus even when due to pregnancy. If due to ves- 
icular eruptions on the genitals this application should be made to 
the affected part. 

Fox recommends the following : 


R. Sodii hyposulphitis 
Glycerini 
Aquam dest, ad 

Sig. Lotion. 

R. Hydrargyri bichloridi 
Acidi hydrocyanici dil 
Emuls. amygdal 
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ee Seer er errr rrr rire 
IS so aveiew wo Oe eee re ee oe 

Sig. Apply daily. . 

Ee ree eee reese; t 
P| ae ree mre f 3 ij, 
EE rey ye ee ee ra T f 3 viij. M. 

Sig. Use in the pruritus of old people. 

Be I 6 oi 5 in he ig 6,43 ekg eo vA a ek 3j, 
i | re f 3 iss, 
NE ies cA 6 ew Wwerndiriyaswanee.y ryan f 3 viij. M. 


Sig. Apply twice, daily. 
McCall Anderson recommends : 


R. Potassii cyanidi..... ci wiesivus pipette coke 
GN Vente saviane preaevnnalass sae er. j, 
POT eee ee Pee ree 3). M. 


Sig. Use as ointment. 
M. Gueneau de Mussy recommends the following : 


Pe I ok i wiwo'ete Rees as aOnee I litre, 
Aquz laurocerasi...... eT Terrie 50.00 grammes, 
I NUNIeiiicicne tunes cues e Rama an 20.00 grammes. M. 


He then prescribes an ointment, to be used night and morning, 
as follows : 


R. Glycerole of starch..................20.00 grammes, 
PORMROM DOOMIGS soo cceccccccccsees 
Bismuth subnitrate, aa............. .. 1.00 grammes, 
SN oS Sra racriinwnn ices. tles are 0.40 grammes. M. 


De Savignac uses the above lotion, then dusts the surface with 
the following powder : 


en ee 30.00 grammes, 
Bismuthi subnitratis,................ 19.00 grammes, 
a Pree Pe eee 2.00 grammes. M. 


Dr. Martineau recommends an ointment of cocaine, 1 in 10. 

It is claimed by German writers that this pruritus is localized on 
a certain small area of the mucous membrane, and that by the re- 
moval of this part by the knife we remove the cause. This, I 
think, would have no effect on a case dependent upon the preg- 
nant state, a discharge, or the condition of the urine.— Clinical 
Record. 





A Case illustrative of maternal influence on the fetus late in 
pregnancy is reported by Dr. W. J. Switt in a late number of the 
New York Medical Fournal. The mother was much grieved on 
account of an injury resulting in a severe contusion of the thumb 
nail of her little boy who was about two years old. Three weeks 
later her baby was born, and its right thumb presented an appear- 
ance identical with that of its brother’s wounded thumb.— Practice. 
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THE “ELEPHANT MAN.” 





on account of the bony 
exostoses on his frontal 
bone. This,combined with 
a deformity of the superi- 
or maxilla, which gives a 
trunk-like appearance to 
the nose and upper lip, 
causes the profile of the 
face to remind the observ- 
er of the profile of an ele- 
phant’s head. He is short, 
and lame through old dis- 
ease of the left hip-joint. 
The integuments and 
bones are deformed. The 
subcutaneous tissue is 
greatly increased in am’nt 
in certain regions, where 
the integument is conse- 
quently raised prominent- 
ly above the surrounding 
skin. This tissue is very 
loose, so that it can be 
raised from the deeper 





The subject of the fol:ow- 


ing sketch, John Merrick 
(says the British Medical 
Fournal, December 11), was 
twice before the Pathologi- 
cal Society of London—the 
last time in 1885—when the 
case was described as one of 
“ Congenital Deformity.”— 
Since that time the disease 
has made great progress, and 
the condition represented in 
the accompanying illustra- 
tions has been reached. 


The “ Elephant Man” is 


a native of Leicester, and is 
about twenty-seven years of 
fage. He earned his living 
at one time by exhibiting 
himself under the name 
which he still bears—a name 
not meant to imply elephan- 
tiasis, but bestowed on him 


SS 


parts in great folds. In the right pectoral region, at the posterior 
aspect of the right axilla, and over the buttocks, the affected skin 


forms heavy pendulous flaps. ‘The skin is also subject to papillo- 
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ma, represented in some parts, as in the right clavicular region, by 
a mere roughening of the integument ; over the right side of the 
chest, the front of the abdomen, the back of the neck, and over the 
right popliteal space, the growth is small ; on the other hand, great 
masses of papillomata cover the back and the gluteal region. The 
eyelids, the ears, the entire left arm, nearly the whole of the front 
of the abdomen, the right and left thigh, the left leg, the back of 
the right leg, and the penis and scrotum are free from disease. 
The deformities of the osseous system are yet more remarkable. 
The cranial bones are deformed and overgrown, so that the circum- 
ference of the patient’s head equals that of his waist. This defor- 


mity is better shown by the wood. cuts than by any verbal descrip- 
tion, Bony exostoses spring from the frontal bone, the posterior 
part of the parietals, and the occipital. Irregular elevations lie be- 


. 
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tween these bosses, and all these deformities are very unsymmet- 
rical. The right superior maxillary bone is greatly and irregularly 
enlarged. The right side of the hard palate and the right upper 
teeth occupy a lower level than the corresponding parts of the left 
side. The nose is turned to the left and the lips are very promi- 
nent. A connective-tissue growth was removed, four years ago, 
from the front part of the right upper jaw. All the bones of the 
right upper extremity, excepting the clavicle and scapula, and the 
bones of both feet, are hypertrophied, without exostoses. 

The patient can give no family history of similar deformity, but 
declares that his mother was knocked down by an elephant. in a 
circus, when bearing him. The hypertrophy of the bones existed 
ever since he can remember ; the thickening of the skin and papil- 
lomatous growths were very trifling in degree of development 
during childhood. The papillary excrescences are increasing rap- 
idly, and hypertrophy of the integuments of the right hand is caus- 
ing it to become slowly crippled. General health is good.—Weur 
York Medical Abstract. 


Pulse Invariability in Menstruation, Regardless of Pos- 
ture.—The fact that the pulse of the normal male beats from ten 
to fifteen strokes more per minute when the body is in a vertical 
position than when lying down, has long been recognized, and 
until a very recent period it was assumed that the same difterence 
existed in the pulse of the female. Graves first pointed out that 


in cases of cardiac hypertrophy the pulse remains constant in all 
positions. Morerecently, Jorissenne discovered that in pregnancy 
the same constancy exists in the female, and suggested this fact as. 
a diagnostic test of that condition. La /rance Medicale now an- 
nounces that M. P. Louge, intern of the Marseilles Hospital, has 
discovered that in women there exists during the menstrual flow 
the same constancy of pulse in all positions of the body. It is 
exceedingly difficult to account for this phenomenon by any 
known physiological law. Cardiac hypertrophy cannot be invoked, 
and the only hypothesis that there is an augmentation of the ten- 
sion of the blood during menstruation—a suggestion which seems 
to be supported by certain clinical phenomena of the catamenial 
period.— St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 


The Teeth from a Medico-legal Aspect.—The identifica- 
tion of dead bodies and criminals is sometimes a matter of much 
perplexity. For instance, the features of a dead body may be 
distorted or destroyed; the clothes changed or unrecognizable; 
and no ordinary circumstances left to make identification clear. 
Some such a case occurred in Michigan. A man was found ina 
lake murdered. As the coroner was about dismissing the case 
as “undentified,” the neighboring dentist had the curiosity to look. 
into the mouth. In a moment he said: “I have a chart of that 
mouth in my office,” and though he could not then remember the 
name, he soon found it by referring to his chart book. It resulted 
in acing the murderer.—Medical News. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


The Treatment of Pneumonia.—The J/edical News re- 
marks: There is a tendency at present to revive venesection, and 
it is important to understand clearly the indications for its practice. 
Unquestionably prompt and free bleeding is called for in threat- 
ened death from-asphyxia when the right heart is distended, cya- 
nosis marked, and the pulse becoming small and rapid. The 
timely abstraction of sixteen to twenty ounces of blood will some- 
times save life, though we must confess to some disappointment 
in the results, for of five such cases observed, only one recovered. 
The practice of free bleeding at the onset, which is still employed 
by some practitioners, is not to be commended, except in rare 
cases. 

In spite of the fact that the leading text books on Practice in 
this country, and many of the prominent teachers discourage the 
use of arterial sedatives in pneumonia, they are still most exten- 
sively employed. It is true that tartar emetic has lost favor, but 
aconite and veratrum viride are still favorite remedies, and there 
are practitioners who claim wonderful results from their use. We 
have never been able to satisfy ourselves that they have the 
slightest influence upon the duration of the disease, and on the 
other hand, they tend to depress the heart, and may thus be di- 
rectly injurious if continued for many days. The calomel treat- 
ment has been revived of late, but the careful reports from Botkin’s 
clinic, in St. Petersburg, do not indicate that it has any value in 
controlling the severity of the disease. 

Opium in the form of Dover’s powder is a most valuable remedy 
in the early stage of the disease, and was much used in Edinburgh 
some years ago. It is contra-indicated if there is any tendency 
to accumulation in the bronchial tubes, but in the painful onset it is 
often of signal service in allaying the pain and restlessness. We 
doubt if it has had a sufficient trial in the hands of practitioners. 

While many cases of pneumonia do well if carefully nursed 
and fed, there arise in others two indications demanding the most 
judicious treatment—viz: high fever and heart failure. So long 
as the temperature does not rise above 103°, the use of antipyretics 
is not necessary; but, with a temperature above this, quinine 
should be given in from 20 to 25 grain doses. Antipyrin is not 
so suitable, as it is decidedly more depressing than the quinine, 
and the same objection holds with thalin and kairin. Repeated 
cold sponging is a useful adjunct, and in the combination of high 
temperature with delirium and great restlessness the cold pack is 
indicated. In the heart failure of which so many pneumonic pa- 
tients die there is as yet no substitute for alcohol, which, as in 
typhoid fever, is well borne. Camphor, as a cardiac stimulant, 
has valuable uses. 

A study of the history of the treatment of pneumonia makes 
one almost despair of the future of therapeutics, so impossible 
does it seem to arrive at reliable conclusions regarding the use of 
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medicines. And yet our feelings of despair vanish when we 
compare the figures of to-day, bad as they appear, with those of 
the first quarter of this century; for we then see that there has 
been in the treatment of pneumonia. as in that of fevers, a steady, 
progressive enlightenment. The heavy mortality is due largely 
to the fact that pneumonia attacks with special avidity the aged, 
the weak, and the dissipated. 


Diphtheria.—Dr. Patterson (in V. C. Medical Yournal) s says: 
In a prize essay by the late Dr. E. S. Gaillard, and published in 
the Richmond Medical Fournal in 1886, he recommended as a 
chief reliance in its treatment the following prescription: 


R. Dilute muriatic acid.... re So. 
Tinct. muriate iron — i ij, 
Chlorate potash ere 
Water xii. 

Of this 2 tablespoonfuls are to be given every hour through the 
day and twice during the night to the adult; less to children accord- 
ing to age. 

In apamphlet issued by the Rio Chemical Company, of St. 
Louis, Dr. Cool recommended for diphtheria an application to the 
parts covered by the membrane by means of a mop or probang a 
mixture of Kennedy’s pinus canadensis, 1 ounce, and carbolic acid, 
10 drops. Combining these two remedies, as soon as the patient 
is seen 1commence and endeavor to obtain the constitutional effects 
of the solution as soon as possible, immediately after each dose of 
which the mopping is done with the pinus. The membrane turns 
black and in a few days, at tarthest, drops off, not to return again. 
Amelioration of all the symptoms takes place and convalescence 
is soon established. At least, that was the result in the twenty 
cases referred to above without an exception. It seems to arrest 
the disease before it has time to extend to the air passages, from 
which cause it is estimated that three-fourths of the deaths result. 
Constipation was removed by enema--cathartics seldom neces- 
sary., Debility treated by alcoholic drinks, milk, eggs, quinine. 


Treatment of Chorea.—In a recent number of the Aedical 
and Surgical Reporter, Dr. Hiram Corson emphatically calls at- 
tention to the value of cimicifuga racemosa in chorea of child- 
heod. He affirms, as the result of fifty years of experience, that 
it is always successful in a brief time if a teaspoonful of a good 
fluid extract be given four times a day. This use of cimicifuga 
racemosa is a very old one, which was insisted upon by the late 
Dr. George B. Wood, and which, as pupils of that great master, 
we have long employed. 

Some hundreds of cases of chorea have come under our care 
in the public service at the Philadelphia Hospital, and especially 
at the University Hospital. In the earlier years the fluid extract 
of cimicifuga racemosa was always relied upon and administered 
as soon as the patients presented themselves. Experience has 
emphatically taught us, however, that it is distinctly inferior to 
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arsenic; so that at present every patient coming to the Dispensary 
with the St. Vitus’ dance is put upon the arsenical treatment. In 
the few cases in which this fails, the next routine administration 
is of the fluid extract of cimicifugia. We can only explain the 
superiority which cimicifuga has asserted over arsenic in the hands 
of Dr. Corson by the supposition that the doctor has never used 
arsenic with sufficient freedom. 

The arsenic preparation must be given in ascending doses until 
it produces evidences of its physiological action, and to order this. 
requires a little boldness on the part of the physician. If, how. 
ever, the patient be well watched and the remedy be withdrawn 
as soon as puffiness appears in the face, no harm can be done. 
Cimicifuga is not an inert substance, as seems to be thought by 
some practitioners. Probably much of the cimicifuga that is ad- 
ministered has lost its activity, which appears to depend upon a 
volatile principle. But we have seen a teaspoonful of the good 
fluid extract, even in an adult, produce headache, with excessive 
giddiness and great prostration.— Therapeutic Gazette. 


Arseniate of Strychnine.—lIt is claimed that the drug has 
given excellent remedial results, and that it acts not only as arsenic 
but also as strychnine. The preparation, which is soluble in wa- 
ter and glycerin in every proportion, is well suitable for hypo- 
dermic medication, produces no pain, and is easily absorbable. 

Nevertheless, Russel recommends to use in the beginning only 
small doses, as a dose containing % of a grain of arseniate of 
strychine produces toxic symptoms when exhibited in the begin- 
ning of the treatment. The author himself employs usually a so- 
lution of 1 to 250. He begins with 4% to ¥% of a syringe, and 
gradually arrives at the full syringe, containing 1-16 of a grain. 

Russel states that the effect of the foregoing full dose is pecu- 
liarly striking in the premonitory symptoms of the acute infec- 
tious diseases, such as malaise, depression, muscular lassitude, etc., 
the patient feeling revived, as it were, after a single injection. 
This singular effect of the drug has been so constantly observed 
by the author in the above conditions that he employs it systemat- 
ically in all affections marked by a great reduction of vital energy. 

The main importance, however, of the new remedy consists in 
another and entirely different feature, z.¢., in its powerful antisep- 
tic properties, which raise the drug to an agent of the highest 
rank and service in typhoid fever. Such, at least, is the convic- 
tion and the claim of Dr. Russel, who, within the last four years, 
has repeatedly succeeded by means of this drug to either abort 
an incipient typhoid fever, or to supplant the morbid process when 
already tully developed. 

The following case, reported by Dr Russel in this connection, 
invites our interest. Two sisters were attacked simultaneously by 
typhoid fever (ileotyphus), and for various reasons one of them 
alone was given into his care. The doctor injected a Pravaz syr- 
ingful of the arseniate of strychnine, and had the satisfaction of 
finding his patient after eight days convalescing from a light case 
of abortive typhoid fever. The other sister was presented for 
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treatment at the tenth day of sickness, when the patient had 
already entered the second period of the affection. Having insti- 
tuted here likewise the treatment with arseniate of strychnine, 
the course of the affection was rendered simple, and recovery 
soon ensued. 

It seems, then, as if the new drug is endowed with great disin- 
fecting powers, capable of sterilizing, as it were, the soil on which 
the pathogenetic micro-organisms of typhoid fever vegetate. 

In addition to this special indication, Russel recommends the 
drug also in combination with salicylate of iron in chronic anemia 
ar.d dyspepsia, and states that he has repeatedly tested the efficacy 
of the drug in these affections.— Therapeutic Gazette. 


A New Method of Dilating the Uterus.—Dr. Vulliet, pro- 
fessor in the Medical Faculty at Geneva, communicated at the 
meeting on April 6, 1886, of the Academy of Medicine in Paris, 
his new method of dilating the uterus, and its application in the 
diagnosis and treatment of uterine disorders. The following is a 
summary of the commmunication. His method (1) renders pos- 
sible the direct inspection of the whole uterine cavity; (2) permits 
the dilatation to be continued, whatever be its degree, as long as 
desirable and necessary; (3) affords at the same time the most 
efficient antiseptic dressing. Professor Vulliet dilates the uterus 
by plugging the cavity with iodoform tampons, which he leaves. 
Eight to ten pluggings, repeated every two to eight hours with 
gradually enlarged tampons, will on the average suffice to render 
visible the cavity, the patient being in the genu-pectoral position. 
A dilatation of sufficient degree as to open to view the whole in- 
terior, facilitates the diagnosis and treatment of all affections of 
the cavity. Professor Vulliet has employed it in the treatment of 
cancer, of submucous and parietal fibro-myomata, and of chronic 
endometritis. He has obtained, within eight months, complete 
cicatrization in four cases of uterine cancer, and is hopeful about 
these local cures. Time, however, must prove whether they be 
permanent. In parietal fibro-myomata, this method, without en- 
dangering the layer of tissue which separates the tumor from the 
cavity, permitted incisions to be made in order to transform the 
parietal neoplasm into an easily removable polypus of the cavity. 
In endometritis, the dilatation facilitates the scraping of the mu- 
cous membrane by means of the curette, and a consequent ener- 
getic typical treatment. Without pushing dilatation to its extreme 
possible extent, Vulliet’s method will prove very useful on account 
of the long duration of the dilatatation, and that especially in 
strictures and deviation of the cervical canal, and in all operations 
which require the repeated and frequent introduction of the finger 
or of larger instruments. Moreover, this’ method—by its very 
principle—the plugging with antiseptic subtances—is applicable in 
every case in which virulent processes are evolved in the uterus, 
namely, puerperal, catarrhal, and blennorhagic infections. Prof. 
Vulliet, requested by M. Leon Labbe to demonstrate his method 
in the Hospital Beaujon, succeeded within twenty-four hours in 
dilating the uterus sufficiently to permit full inspection of the 
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fundus. He has since frequently operated after his method for 
cancer of the uterus in private practice, and, by invitation, in 
several hospitals.—London Medical Record. 


The Constipation Habit.—The following I give as a general 
outline of the treatment, which, of course, must be varied some- 
what according to the special indications of each case: Regulate 
the diet, having three meals per day of palatable, nutritious food, 
not too bulky or too concentrated. Have soup, at least one meal 
each day. On rising, at least an hour before breakfast, drink one 
or two large goblets of water. If the stomach is weak and _ in- 
clined to chronic gastritis, | order the water to be drank hot. 
Twenty or thirty minutes following the water, give the bowelsa 
thorough kneading for ten minutes. Then assume erect position, 
with arms above the head and left foot on a line with the right 
and placed in front of it, bend forward until the knuckles of the 
closed hands touch the floor, then back to the first position, re- 
peating this five or six times; then, reversing the position of the 
feet, repeat the movements. This is an excellent exercise for the 
abdominal muscles and an inactive liver. 

At night also, before retiring, drink a goblet of water, and if 
there are indications of dryness of lower bowels I use an enemata 
of one-third to one-half cup of water to be retained. Flushing 
the sewer may be a good practice with some, making the stomach 
the flooding-tank; but we must use great care not tointerfere with 
digestion. 

When it is available, I often order a fifteen minutes’ daily appli- 
cations of electricity to the abdomen, using the Faradic current. 

lf any medicine is demanded, the first on the list is cascara 
sagrada. I think it is an excellent “ peristaltic persuader.’ It 
renders in my hands the most efficient service in small and repeated 
doses. 

I impress it upon my patients to make it a daily.practice to go 
to stool at a regular hour, to induce if possible, by voluntary mus- 
cular effort, a movement, remembering that this measure alone. if 
pesisted in, will oftentimes overcome this deplorable habit. Per- 
haps the best time of the day for this is soon after breakfast. Pa- 
tient continuation in this line of treatment will do a great deal to 
dispel this dete noire of medical practice. —/nvestigator. 


The Management of Incomplete Abortion.—Dr. W. A. 
Edis contributes to the British Medicat Fournal, a valuable paper 
on the management of those cases of incomplete abortion where 
the ovisac has been ruptured, the embryo been expelled in part— 
the placenta, either entire or in fragments, being retained in utero, 
and giving rise to hemorrhage or septicemia in consequence. 

The principle of early and complete evacuation of the contents 
of the uterus, when the vitality of the ovum has been destroyed. 
although generally accepted by every one competent to give an 
opinion, is yet too often neglected in practice, and leads to the 
most calamitous results. 

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the absolute necessity of 
removing all placental debris in cases of incomplete abortion. 
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In the nullipare, when every symptom indicates that abortion 
is inevitable, the object should be to faver the expulsion of the 
ovum as quickly as possible’ The best means then at our com- 
mand is the carbolized sponge-tent, for this not only checks any 
existing hemorrhage, but also serves to dilate the cervix and facil- 
itate the expulsion of the oqum entire. In these cases when the 
cervix is undilated and ergot has been too freely administered, the 
ovisac becomes ruptured, the embryo expelled, but placenta re- 
mains behind. 

He emphasizes the statement that the mere plugging of the va- 
gina with the view to arresting hemorrhage from the uterus is 
unscientific and unsatisfactory, and should never be resorted to 
unless in severe emergencies where the practitioner has not the 
instruments at hand, or dos not possess the requisite skill for pass- 
ing the sponge-tent into the cervix uteri. If the tampon has to 
be used, small pieces of carbolized sponge are far preferable to 
cotton wool or strips of linen generally used. If a sponge-tent 
is inserted it should not be allowed to remain in the cervix longer 
than twelve hours, and when removed iododized or carbolized 
water should be freely injected into the vagina before proceeding 
further with the manipulations. 

If the efforts to remove all particles of the placenta with the 
fingers should be unavailing, the curette may be employed. 

His custom is not to give ergot if only a portion of the ovum 
has been expelled. The exception is when hemorrhage is severe. 
—Practice. 


Overdoses of Cocaine.—Cases are now rather frequently re- 
ported of serious symptoms, and even death, from cocaine being 
used in too large doses. In some instances the dose, or rather 
strength of preparation, was extravagantly high; theretore, the 
fault lies with the operator rather than the drug. 

Dr. Wyette remarked that he had injected as much as three or 
four grains of the four-per cent. solution at a single operation. It 
should be employed with greater care in the region of the fifth 
nerve. It was safe to use a larger quantity when the limb was 
rendered bloodless, as after the operation it could be “milked” 
out before entering the general circulation, and the remaining 
quantity be further diminished by the oozing which would take 
place on temporarily removing the Esmarch bandage—W. 7- 
Fournal. 

One of such cases is the following, reported at the New York 
Pathological Society: 

Dr. Robert Newman presented a tumor remooved from the 
roof of the mouth of a woman fifty-one years old. It had grown 
gradually during the last twenty years; more rapidly during the 
last five months. It was so hard that he was unable to remove it 
with Jarvis’ snare, and used an ecraseur. By the aid of cocaine, 
the operaticn was painless, and there were no unpleasant after- 
effects. Only last week he had a case in which injection of 
twenty-five minims of a four-per cent. solution of cocaine into the 
bladder was suddenly followed by an intense pain in the left 
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temple, extending around the top cf the head, with a feeling as if 
the whole top of the head had been blown off; the pain had lasted 
for ten days, with exacerbations. The wound healed kindly in 
the present case, and was covered with mucuous membrane.—W/. 
Y. Medical Record. 


Salt Baths in Fevers.—Dr. Vavinovitch has made a number 
of experiments in cases of typhoid fever to determine the relative 
value of salt and fresh water baths, and formulates his conclusions 
as follows (Meditsinskoye Obozreniye, No. 14, 1886): 

1. Salt baths reduce the temperature several tenths of a degree 
Centigrade more than ordinary baths. 

2. The difference in the abstraction of heat is greater the first 
half hour, gradually becomes less, and is hardly noticeable at the 
end of three hours 

3. Evening baths reduce the temperature in a greater degree 
than do those in the morning. 

4. Salt baths retard the pulse more than ordinary baths. 

5. They aiso reduce the number of respirations per minute, 
rendering the inspiratory efforts deeper and more prolonged. 

6. Salt baths increase the muscular strength in a greater degree 
than do fresh-water baths. 

7. The patients feel better while in the salt bath and after its 
termination than they do when a tresh bath is given. 

8. The difference between salt and fresh baths, as regards the 
slowing of the pulse and respiration, is not so great as to indicate 
any very powerful functional activity of the heart and lungs.—Z/. 
Y. Medical Record. 


Nitro-Glycerin.—In sea-sickness, reflex vomiting, gastralgia, 
hepatic colic, tetanus, and hydrophobia the use of nitro-glycerin 
has been advised by Bartholow, and he adds that it ought to be 
certainly tried in whooping cough and laryngismus stridulus. 

Dr. Burroughs, in the Therapeutic Gazette, recommends nitro- 
glycerine as a substitute for alcohol and other stimulants. He 
considers 1 or 2 drops of a 1-per cent. solution equal to one ounce 
of brandy, and has. used the drug successfully in opium-poisoning, 
typhus fever, and other diseases.—- Practice. 


For the relief of dental neuralgia and severe headaches due 
to pregnancy, Prof. J. S. Wellford, of Richmond, has found the 
following prescription one of the most pleasant and efficacious 
remedies: 


ee IN oS lerarya(3.6 6's dincaiy nee cles ww ee eel D ij, 
Spt. ammon. aromat..... ere ee eT Ter 03 i, 
ACID CLP LOR Ses aR Aa RCE sp Ace ak ae re anne ss Dd i, 
RG Siiake's axe ek esaees a adps ses a6 40's x9 3 Vi, 
A OI shea aa vise ehnwiys obese std 3 iv. 


In severe cases dilute phosphoric acid, f 3 ij may be substituted 
for the citric acid.— Practice. 
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Action of Caffein and Theine.—Leven, in 1868, showed that 
theine produced convulsions in frogs, while caffeine did not; and 
that the lethal dose of theine was larger than that of caffeine. 
This is confirmed by the experiments on frogs, made by Dr. 
Thos J. Mays, from which the following conclusions are drawn: 

Theine and cafteine agree in the following— 

1. They first affect the anterior extremities. 

2. They diminish respiration. 

3. They produce hyperesthesia during the latter stage of the 
poisoning process. 

° They differ in the following— 

1. Theine principally influences sensation, while caffeine does 
not. 

2. Theine produces spontaneous spasms and convulsions, while 
caffeine does not. 

3. Theine impairs the nasal reflex early in the poisoning process, 
while caffeine does not, if at all, until in the very last stage. 

4. The lethal dose of theine is larger than that of caffeine.— 
Therapeutic Gazette. 


Antifebrine, the chemical name of which is acetanilide, has re- 
cently been introduced into therapeutics as a febrifuge. It is a 
crystalized substance, whitish, little soluble in water, but easily so 
in alcohol. It has scarcely an appreciable taste. Dr. Dujardin. 
Beaumetz, who reported on this new medicament ata recent meet- 
ing of the Societe de Therapeutique of Paris, represented it as an 
antithermic in doses of from 25 to 50 centigrammes; it lowers the 
temperature, and provokes abundant perspiration. In larger 
doses, like carbolic acid, it determines cyanosis. In phthisical 
subjects it has not produced any favorable results. The members 
present almost unanimously condemned antifebrine as a dangerous 
antipyretic, and preferred having recourse to antyprine, which, at 
jeast, does not ofter any danger, provided it is not administered in 
excessive doses. Dr. G. R. Elliott, of New York, has used this 
substance successfully in typhoid fever.—Zastern Med. Fournal. 


Acute Rheumatism in Philadelphia Hospitals.—Dr. J.C. 
Wilson has, during the past three years, used in acute rheumatism 
a mixed treatment, consisting of sodium salicylate in combination 
with sodium bicarbonate or sodium acetate. The formula com- 
monly employed is as follows: 


R. Sodii salicylatis.......... (einchawae ss dees er. XV, 
Sodii bicarbonatis......... bawesdiwdea tenes gr. XXX, 
Aqua menth. pip.......... CE re NE ey eee ot ae | 


To be taken every third or fourth hour. 


This dose is increased or diminished in accordance with the in- 
tensity of the pyrexia, the acuteness of the joint pains and the 
condition of the heart, in individual cases. After the reaction of 
the urine becomes distinctly alkaline under this treatment, the so- 
Jium bicarbonate is stopped and the salicylate continued alone at 
gradually increasing intervals until the pains and fever have 
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wholly ceased. The administration of iron then follows, usually 
in the form of Basham’s mixture, the mistura ferri et ammonii 
acetatis, U.S. P. 

Dr. Wilson regards this method as quite equal to the treatment 
by salicylic acid, the sodium salicylate alone or by salicin, as re- 
gards the rapidity with which the pain is relieved and the fever 
controlled, and as much superior to them in the diminished danger 
of producing the toxic effects of large doses of the salicylates, 
especially cardiac depressions, epistaxis, tinnitus, headache and 
maniacal excitement—phenomena which are very seldom observed, 
if we except slight ringing in the ears, under this plan of _treat- 
ment. 

The diet consists chiefly of milk; light broths are, however. 
occasionally permitted, to which. with beginning convalescence, 
are added bread, rice, custards, etc. Alcohol in any form or dose 
is scarcely ever given, except in emergencies, and forms no part 
of the treatment even during the convalescence.—Vorth Carolina 
Medical Fournal. 


How Long to Wait Before Applying the Forceps.—Dr. 
L. Ch. Boisliniere, of St. Louis, tells us in the Vew England Med. 
Monthly: If the head is engaged at the superior strait in a. mod- 
erately contracted pelvis, the condition of the woman good, the 
pains sufficient, and no accident threatens her life or that of her 
child, wait six to eight hours, in order to give sufficient time for 
the moulding of the head. 

Frequently auscultate the child’s heart. So long as its beats are 
strong and regular, there is no danger. If the beats of the heart 
become feeble, and especially if they intermit, apply the forceps 
at once. 

When the head, in the excavation, has made no progress for one 
hour, deliver it with the forceps; for in this case, the pressure on 
the mother’s soft parts may prove disastrous, and the compression 
of the child’s head may produce such changes in its cerebral cir- 
culation as to cause its death before or soon after delivery. 

If the labor becomes complicated by any serious accident, the 
forceps should be immediately applied. 

He then proceeds to give some very valuable maxims, beginning 
with the statement that so long as the phenomena of labor are 
normal, and no accident threatens the life of the mother or the 
child, the duty of the obstetrician is patience, and he must know 
how to wait. 

Interfere when there is a special indication; never otherwise. 
But as soon as the indication is present, act without temporizing; 
for timid midwifery is as bad as ‘ meddlesome” midwifery. 

In all obstetric operations, perseverance, slowness, groping even. 
whilst acting, must always precede the use of force. 

When midwifery ceases to be expectant and becomes aggressive, 
action should be firm, intelligent, but never violent. 

Avoid fuss and haste; never hurry, especially it you have only 
a little time left to operate. 

Before proceeding to perform an obstetric operation, remove all 
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sources of error. Verify the presentation, position of child, con- 
dition of the mother’s pelvis and soft parts, for mistakes may have 
disastrous consequences. If, in your presentation, the usual 
methods of exploration fail, chloreform your patient to the surgi- 
cal extent, and use you whole hand in the vagina; for an exact 
knowledge of the presentation is absolutely required before acting. 
remember the possibility of rupturing the vagina, if it be narrow, 
and proceed very slowly, gently but firmly. , 

Finally, every obstetric operation is a heroic measure; the suc- 
cess of it depending upon the favorable moment when it is un- 
dertaken, upon the method selected and the skill of the operator. 


Antifebrine.—This new antipyretic has been used by Dr. Geo. 
R. Elliot, of New York, in one case of typhoid fever with better 
results than those obtained from any other antipyretic agent. Four 
grains were administered at 4 p.m., 7 p. m., and 10 p. m., respect- 
ively, on the the tweltth day of the disease, with the following re- 
sults: The temperature at the time of giving the first dose was 
1044°, pulse 115: half an hour after giving the second dose the 
patient began to perspire profusely, and at eight o’clock the tem- 
perature had fallen to 1024°. The pulse had not varied in fre- 
quency, but its tension had slightly increased. The reduction of 
the temperature was attended by an amelioration of the symptoms. 
The mind became clear and the patient conversed rationally. At 
ten o'clock the temperature had reached 104°, and another dose 
of 4 grains was given with a repetition of what followed the 
second dose—viz: the temperature falling to 102°, accompanied 
by copious perspiration, and no perceptible bad effect upon the 
heart. At 3.30 a.m. the temperature had reached 103 2-5°. Four 
grains of antifebrine were given, and at the end of thirty minutes 
there was profuse perspiration, accompanied by a fall of temper- 
ature which at 5.30 a. m. registered ror 4-5°. A morning remis- 
sion being established on the seventeenth day of the disease, the 
antifebrine was discontinued. At no time was it found necessary 
to give more than 20 grains during twenty-four hours. Stimulants 
were used spairingly. While the antifebrine was a success in 
lowering the temperature, the patient succumbed to perforation of 
the intestine five days after the antifebrine was discontinued.— 
Practice. 


Transmission of Symptoms of Hysteria under the In- 
fluence of a Magnet.—M. Babinsky, in 2 paper read at the Paris 
Biological Society, stated that, under the influence of a magnet, 
certain hysterical symptoms may be transferred from one person 
to another, even should these persons be placed at some distance 
from each other. Ina first series of experiments, practiced upon 
two hystero-epileptic patients capable of being hypnotized, 
the hemianesthesia from which they suffered was transmitted 
from one to the other, as well as from other symptoms produced 
in one of the patients by suggestion; different forms of paralysis, 
brachial or crural monoplegia, hemiplegia, paraplegia, coxalgia, 
dumbness, etc. In a second series of experiments, one of the 
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above mentioned patients was placed in communication with 
patients suffering from different forms of hysterical spon- 
taneous paralysis. These symptoms were transmitted to 
the hypnotized patient, but continued in the patients who ex- 
hibited them. After two consecutive experiments an improve- 
ment was observed in one case of spontaneous paralysis. Ina 
case of hemiplegia following an hysterical attack, M. Babinsky 
succeeded in causing the disappearance of paralysis after four 
consecutive experiments, such as above described. A method of 
treatment is thus determined. The author has proved by other 
experiments that hysterical symptoms are not the only ones cap- 
able of transmission. He succeeded in transmitting other symp- 
toms, such as paralysis, tremor, etc., combined with organic 
changes of the nervous system. In these experiments, made in 
Dr. Charcot’s ward at the Saltpetriere, suggestions or simulation 
was carefully avoided.—Medical News. 


Typhoid from a Single Dose.—M. Dujardin Beaumetz has 
forwarded to the Paris Academy of Sciences a communication on 
the Pierrefonds typhoid cases last summer. M. Fernet, who oo- 
cupies a high post at the Ministry of Public Instruction, his wife 
and family, hired a house at Pierrefonds, a fashionable resort near 
Compiegne, contiguous to two others. After they had rented it 
for the season they were told to beware of the water in the well. 
On this account they drank exclusively mineral water until the 
last day, when the stock was out, and the servants were too busy 
preparing to return to Paris to go to fetch some bottles from the 
chemist. Madame Fernet said, “ For once surely there can be no 
harm in drinking the well-water.” They drank it. Six out of 
the nine persons have since died, including one of the servants. 
The cook, two of the four children, and Madame Fernet had had 
typhoid fever before, and though attacked again by it after their 
return from Pierrefond:, have got through the illness. The well 
has been examined and is reported to contain the bacilli which are 
believed to be associated with typhoid fever. 


Antiseptic Treatment of Croup.—The following plan of 
treatment is recommended by M. Renon, ( Yournal de Medical de 
Paris): The patient is placed in a well ventilated room of med- 
ium size, the temperature of which is maintained at from 68° to 
75° F. Upon an oil stove is kept a vessel of a capacity of two 
quarts, in which the water is constantly boiling. Into this is put 
every three hours a tablespoonful of a mixture of salicylic acid, 
56 parts; benzoic acid, 112 parts; carbolic acid, 280 parts, and 
alcohol, 468 parts. The stove is placed near the bed and the 
steam impregnated with this mixture is conducted by means of 
suitably arranged curtains, to the patient. The patient is kept in 
this atmosphere until the symptoms have entirely disappeared, and 
for two or three days thereafter, and if tracheotomy has been per- 
formed, until the wound is closed. A close watch should be main- 
tained over the case, and if any symptoms of poisoning are man- 
ifested the quantity of carbolic acid should be diminished.— Buffalo 
Medical and Surgical Fonrnal. 
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Buttermilk in Sick Stomach.—An irritable stomach, it will 
be admitted, is often a most serious complication in the manage- 
ment of sickness. In occasional cases, of no particular gravity 
otherwise, oftenest in disease of children, this difficulty leads to a 
fatal issue. Buttermilk, so far as 1 am aware, is an untried remedy 
in such cases. I have had some experience recently with it, quite 
satisfactory in a few instances. For cases of persistent vomiting 
occuring in succession, intolerant of any other treatment, gave 
way kindly to this. * * * So far as I have observed, butter- 
milk does not coagulate in the stomach, as does new milk. This 
is, perhaps, its only advantage over the latter, but one of inesti- 
mable value, since the coagulation of new milk casein, so likely to 
occur, utterly forbids its use in many cases. Inthesummer “com- 
plaints” of children, for instance, buttermilk might be found em- 
inently appropriate.— Therapeutic Gazette. 


Mammary Abscess, according to the experience of Drs. 
Elliot, Murphy and Busey, of Washington, D. C., can be very 
sccessfully treated by the local application of the spirits of turpen- 
tine. The former gentleman so far believes in the abortive power 
of this agent in the condition mentioned, that he always resorts to 
it before testing the general methods laid down, such as strapping, 
application of belladonna, the ice-bag, etc. After bathing the 
breast well with turpentine, a piece of cotton flannel wrung out 
of turpentine is applied and allowed to remain—say half an hour. 
This is repeated th:ee or four times daily. The breast is washed 
before the child is nursed. It is claimed that it is not necessary 
to stop nursing the infant from the affected breast.— Practice. 


A writer in the American Pharmacist says: “ While we must 
never be off our guard against accidents, yet we must exercise 
circumspection lest we offend our customers. It was but a few 
months since that a man came into my store and asked for two 
ounces of oxalic acid; while doing it up I asked him for what 
purpose he intended to use it, and received the polite reply, ‘It 
is none of your business; I will pay you for all I buy.’ I replied 
that ‘while I did not intend to pry into his affairs, | always make 
a practice of asking the question when I sold poison.’ ‘ Poison!’ 
cried he, ‘is that poison?’ ‘Yessir, itis.” ‘Why, my wife wants 
it to put in pies.’ I gave him tartaric acid, and explained his 
mistake.” —Drupgist. 


Coniin Hydrobromate.—Coniin, from conium maculatum. It 
has been used in a variety of diseases. It is now used in spas- 
modic affections. The crystallizable salts—the hydrobromate—is 
a substitute for pure conium on account of its easier administra- 
tion and uniform composition. Dose, 1-12th grain. —Jdid. 


Cannabin Tannate.—This glucoside, combined with tannic 
acid, was introduced by Merck. It acts as a pleasant hypnotic, 
and is used in cases where morphia is objectionable. The dose is 
I centigramme.—Jézd. 
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A Cure for Warts.—It is now fairly established, says a writer 
in the AZedical Press, that the common wart, which is so unsightly 
and often so proliterous on the hands and face, can be easily re- 
moved by small doses of sulphate of magnesia taken internally. 
M. Colrat, ot Lyons, has drawn attention to this extraordinary 
fact. Several children treated with 3-grain doses of Epsom salts, 
morning and evening, were promptly cured. M. Aubert cites 
the case of a woman whose tace was disfigured by these excres- 
cences, and who was cured in a month by a drachm and a half of 
magnesia taken daily. Another medical man reports a case which 
disappeared in a fortnight from the daily administration of to 
grains of the salts —lVorthwestern Lancet. 


Arsenite of Strychnine is recommended by Roussell as a 
substitute for arsenical preparations, especially Fowler’s solution. 
Fowler’s solution has its disadvantages inasmuch as patients read- 
ily become accustomed to it, and when given in large doses it is 
apt to produce intoxication. When injected subcutaneously it 
does not possess the above mentioned disadvantages, but has little 
effect. Arsenite of. strychnine injected hypodermicaliy produces 
excellent results and is not painful. Thedose to begin with should 
be small (0.001 gm). Arsenite of strychnine is a powerful anti- 
septic. In abdominal typhus it produces excellent results. Com- 
bined with salicylate of iron it is given in chronic anzmia, dys- 
pepsia, etc.— Fournal of Pharmacy. 


Adonidin.—The amorphous bitter principle of adonis vernalis, 
slightly soluble in ether and water but much more so in alcohol. 
Its effects are marked in increasing the amount of urine. It 
diminishes the heart beats and increases its strength. It rapidly 
raises vascular tension, the heart’s action becoming stronger and 
more regular under its influence. It has no special action on nerv- 
ous troubles of the heart. It has been used in cases where digi- 
talis is indicated, and is said to be less dangerous. The dose is 
from 5 to 8 grains.— American Fournal. 


Antifebrin.—Is a white crystalline powder possessing neither 
basic or acid properties and non-poisonous. It is odorless and 
colorless; insoluble in cold water, slightly soluble in boiling wa- 
ter, treely soluble in ether and alcohol, and possesses antipyretic 
properties. It is destined to supersede antipyrin and thallin. The 
dose is from 4 to 16 grains.—American Medical Journal. 


Scoparin and Spartein.—From broom tops. Scoparin in 
stellate crystals. Used as a diuretic in doses of three centigram- 
mes, hypodermically. Spartein is a narcotic alkaloid, used asa 
diuretic. Given in doses of 4 centigrammes.—J/dd. 


To Remove Stains of Iodine from the Skin.—The sul- 
phide of sodium, or sodium sulphydrate, in a 10 or 20-per cent. 
watery solution, applied upon a compress, will remove the stain 
of iodine, as well as allay its irritant action when excessive.—£Zx. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Rroving the Soundness of an Eye.—In a large factory in 
which were employed several hundred persons, one of the work- 
men, in wielding his hammer, carelessly allowed it to slip from 
his hand. It flew half way across the room, and struck a fellow 
workman in the left eye. The man averred that his eye was 
blinded by the blow, although a careful examination failed to re- 
veal an injury, there being not a scratch visible. He brought a 
suit in the courts for compensation for the loss of half of his eve- 
sight, and refused all offers of compromise. Under the law, the 
owner of the factory was responsible for an injary resulting from 
an accident of this kind; and although he believed the man was 
shamming, and that the whole case was an attempt at swindling, 
he had about made up his mind that he would be compelled to 
pay the claim. The day of the trial arrived, and in open court an 
eminent oculist retained by the defense examined the alleged in- 
jured member, and gave his opinion that it was as good as the 
right eye. Upon the plaintiff’s loud protest of his inability to see 
with his left eve, the oculist proved him a perjurer, and satisfied 
the court and jury of the falsity of his claim. And how do you 
suppose he did it? Why, simply by knowing that the colors 
green and red combined make black. He prepared a black card 
on which a few words were written with green ink. Then the 
plaintiff was ordered to put on a pair of spectacles with two 
different glasses, the one for the right eye being red and the one 
for the left consisting of ordinary glass. Then the card was 
handed him, and he was ordered to read the writing on it. This 
he did without hesitation, and the cheat was at once exposed: 
The sound right eye, fitted with the red glass, was unable to dis- 
tinguish the green writting on the black surface of the card, while 
the left eye, which he pretended was sightless, was the one with 
which the reading had to be done.— Pottery Gazette. 


Her Schiller, a well known German architect, reports some 
facts which are of interest, as indicating the radius of the circle 
of protection of good lightning rods. On June 17 last, at the 
village ot Mottingen, lightning struck a pear tree 33 feet high. 
On one side, 115 feet away, was a schoolhouse, with a rod 6 feet 
high. On the other side was a church, 328 feet away, and having 
a lightning rod reaching up 154 teet. Both rods are well placed, 
and had worked well when tested, and the level of the foot of 
the tree is about the same as that of the two buildings. It is evi- 
dent, then, it the facts have been accurately reported, that the 
radius of the circle of protection is not more than twice the height 
of the rod.— Scientific American. 


Professional Fatigue.—Medical and other professional men 
often break down from their inability to keep a regular time for 
meals. An eminent doctor says: 
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“ Being often out for many hours, and becoming too exhausted 
to digest a full meal when at length able to get it, I conceived a 
plan which answered admirably well, and which other doctors 
have gladly adopted. I provided myself with a small bottle of 
lime water, which I add to a glass of milk when passing a dairy 
shop; or I put a small flask of the mixture in my pocket. A 
water biscuit with this will keep a man harmless on a long fast, 
and enable him to digest a meal when he can obtain one.” —Sczen- 
tific American. 


Vegetable Meat-Eaters.—One of the best known of these 
insect-eating plants found here, as well as in Lapland and Scandi- 
navia, is the Sun-dew (Drosera), discovered about a century ago. 
Another plant, the so-called Flytrap of Venus ( Dionwa) of Amer- 
ica, which was brought to England 120 years ago, has received 
the name of Venus, for the reason that, like the goddess of beauty 
it attracts and captivates everything that heedlessly approaches it. 
At the bottom of the plant the leaves cluster like a rosette; from 
the center of this arises the flower stalk. The edge of the leaf, 
which is nearly circular, is overgrown with strong bristles, while 
its surface is covered with small glands, at either side of which 
are three long hairs. A fly approaches; carelessly it settles on 
the leaf, and perchance touches one of the six long hairs. Sud- 
denly the leaf folds, the bristles interlace, and the insect is caught. 
Oftentimes the whole tragedy takes but ten seconds. The sensi- 
tive hairs have performed their duty; now begins the work of the 
glands. These discharge a large quantity of colorless acid slime— 
the digestive fluid, pepsin—and the closed leaf changes at once 
into a stomachic organ. After a lapse of eight or nine days the 
leaf reopens—the insect has disappeared—the prey has been con- 
sumed. The above-mentioned facts constitute the main features 
of the process of digestion, but in connection with it many ques- 
tions arise. What happens, for instance, if a nonedible object 
irritate the hairs, perhaps a stone or a piece of wood? The leaf 
closes with the greatest possible swiftness, but soon discovers its 
mistake, and does not discharge the digestive juice; after a lapse 
of twenty-four hours it again unfolds, ready for anothe capture. 
This does away with the mark of distinction thus tar generally 
accepted, namely, that “ plants live, animals live and feel” ( planta 
vivunt, animalia vivunt et sentiunt), for the Dionea distinguishes 
quite readily, by taste and feeling, that which is digestible from 
that which is not. By experiment, it has been ascertained that 
nitrogenous nourishment is preferred by the Dionea, hence every 
kind of meat (beef, pork, and veal, either raw, fried, or stewed) 
is digested by the plant, also albumen and cheese; the latter, 
however, causes disturbances during digestion, and the leaf easily 
ails.— Popular Science Monthly. 


A Pocket Corkscrew has been patented by Mr. Leroy B. Haft, 
of Englewood, N. J. This invention relates to a corkscrew 
wherein the screw is pivoted to a carrier sliding within the handle. 


A good thing for a doctor. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 


Speedy Cure for Gonorrhcea.—In reply to your question 
column I will give my three-day cure for gonorrhaa: 





R. Oil sandal wood, a 
. . re Meh eha ee eeiaG 5 iv. 
Fl. ext. quillea sapo, 
M. and shake. Add 
Glycerin — 
J . ree wereere ere ee Tee 5 ij. 


Aqua cinnamon, 
M. Sig.—Teaspoonful four times a day. 


R. Morph. sulph...... errr r eT eer T Teer Tere gr. iij, 
Muriate berberina........ sith Wake ae wR Las ihe &, 
Zinci sulphas......... pee Rae isebaan eee’ gr. vilj, 
Bismuth. subnit...... Pe ere er 


PE MI cacncntaviewnens ; Oe 


M. Sig: Inject a small amount after each micturition. 

Keep the glans penis well covered with cloth, so as to prevent 
the discharge from soiling the linen. This is a very necessary 
precaution for a speedy cure, as matter on the clothing reinoculates 
and continues the disease indefinitely —Dyr. Charles C. Edson, 
Chicago Medical Times 


The Treatment of Threadworms in Children.—Dr. Sydney 
Martin writes as follows to The Practitioner: “In many cases I 
have found that rhubarb in small doses brings away large numbers 
of worms and at the same time regulates the bowels, so that the 
use of injections may in most cases be dispensed with. The 
formula which I have found most useful is as follows, varying 
slightly with the age of the child: 


et 5 I I Di oc: ony edness 6ea kaa mM jij, 
Magnesii carbonatis...............+: Va wlenkss er, lij, 
Tincture zingiberis.......... Perinae esh w Ae er. 
Aquam, ad........ eee oer eT Te OCCT eee 3 i 


“This is to be taken twice or three times daily according to the 
effect on the bowels. Whether'the rhubarb acts as a vermicide 
or simply by ‘moving the worms on,’ I am unable to say.”—Am. 
Medical Digest. 


A journal in Illinois recently brought suit against forty-three men 
who would not pay their subscriptions, and obtained judgment in 
each for the full amount of the claim. Of these, twenty-eight 
men made affidavit that they owned no more property than the 
law allowed them, thus preventing attachments. Then they, under 
the decision of the Supreme Court, were arrested for petty larceny, 
and bound over in the sum of $300 each. All but six gave bonds, 
while six went to jail. The postal law makes it larceny to take a 
aomenpnpee and refuse to pay for it.—American Medical Fournal. 











210 SOUTHERN MEDICAL REcorpD. 


A Disinfectant Mixture for Apartments.—A contributor 
to the Union Medicale for Dec. 16, 1886, gives the following 
formula: 


DE i566 kph eNO Kani oneeenas rer 20 parts, 
Calcium hypochlorite........... Ligeeys sake’ 50 parts, 
ne ae eS rere ..50 parts, 
EE wc cnkniannns [iAP ESESORA Hho ry keewes 50 parts, 
Ce TE wees I part, 
Oil of cloves....... eer ee ery rer .. I part. 


Mix in a large vessel kept cold. A few drops, on a napkin, are 
enough to disinfect a room.— WV. 1 Medical Fournal. 


Coughs. — 

R. Ammonia mur., i xi 
Bromide potas., da.. TREE Lee Ce a ee ee ee >) ls 
ES ee eee S ii, 


Syr. yerba santa, ) 


ae iss. 
Syr. prunus virginia, { J 


= 
‘ 

° 
Ou 


M. Sig.—Teaspoonful every three hours.—Z xchange. 


For Rheumatism.—For the special trouble, the sum of de- 
parture from health present, which we name rheumatism, I have 
always for some years past used the following prescription, which 
is both pleasant to take and the best salicylate I have ever yet 
found: 


Rm. Ae aabeyitc. ........ (TERE ENERO ees errey os 
ee ee eee bawnkecéewe 5 Vj; 
RT eT eT eT ee eT eee eee Tee eT: 3 ij, 
Aqua..... PRT ES ne te Mem me ae eee a acon ee 


Triturate in a mortar with the water until effervescence ceases, 
then add: syr. simp., q. s. 3 vi. Sig —Two teaspoonfuls every two 
or four hours, as the urgency of the symptoms demand. In 
some cases, 3 teaspoonfuls may be given at a dose. When the 
graver symptoms are under command continue the medicine in 
teaspoonful doses every three or four hours, or three to five times 
a day. I use the above freely and in the largest doses, even when 
cardiac symptoms are present.—American Medical Fournal. 


Dr. J. Lewis Smith suggests the following schedule for dilu- 
tion of average cow’s milk for infants: To the third week, three 
parts water; from the sixth to the fourteenth week, one-half water; 
from the fourteenth week to four and a half months, one-third 
water; from four and a half months to the sixth month, one-fourth 
water.— Practice. 


The fluid extract of jaborandi, in the hands of Dr. G. W. 
Robinson, of Trindad, Cal., has proved to be a valuable local 
remedy in eczema. The intense itching is relieved after one or 
two applications.— Practice. 
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Cimicifugia for Headache.—The severe headache which 
usually ushers in the menstrual period, is relieved by cimicifuga. 
Congestive, nervous and rheumatic headache, and those resulting 
from alcoholic excesses and loss of sleep, also frequently yield to 
this drug. It is best given in small doses, say m x of the fluid 
extract, frequently repeated. It has been found useful in the 
chorea of children.—JZedical World. 


Instantaneous Remedy for Lumbago.—Collodion, tincture 
of iodine, liquid ammonia, equal parts. To be applied widely 
over the parts with a camel’s-hair brush. This applies to acci- 
dental or frigore lumbago or to rheumatic pain produced by a 
strain or muscular exertion — Quarterly Compendium. 


Atropine in Nocturnal Earaches of Children.—In the 
nocturnal earaches to which so many children are subject, and 
from which they frequently cry a greater part of the night, the 
application, by dropping into the external cavity, of a few drops of 
a solution of atropine (2 grains to the ounce of water) will give 
prompt and effectul relief—/dzd. 


Itch Ointment.—The following is said by the Rundschau 
(Prag.) to be a very active remedy against itch: 


R. Flowers of sulphur............ errr reer .. 8 parts, 
ON ee eer eee Ter eT reer eT 8 parts, 
LESTE LS ag 16 parts, 
NR ic Kixcnendy ocadacevns kein wse xe 16 parts, 
Powdered pumice stone......... iéamaremes 5 parts. 


Mix.— Quarterly Compendium. 


Incontinence of Urine.—Dr. Ellis, in Diseases of Children: 


ee Finis sna Nee eceensasecaredews mt X, 
ME 6 ino undue Hine eeue reer D i-3 ss. 
EC CEE Ter Tre ere 3 


M. Sig.—One 3 three times a day to a child three years old.— 
Illustrated Medical Fournal. 


Cotton Root as a Uterine Hemostatic.—Garrigues, in the 
Quarterly Bulletin, concludes that gossypium is an ecbolic, an 
oxytoxic, an emmenagogue, and a corrective for menstrual pain. 
Besides this, it has the power of checking chronic loss of blood 
from the womb, no matter what may be the pathological condi- 
tion. In 139 cases of eighteen different uterine complaints, this 
drug proved effectual in 125.—Medical World. 


Equal parts of the fluid extracts of digitalis, ergot and ipecac, 
just enough ipecac to cause nausea, is, according to Prof. Bartho- 
low, a good combination for pulmonary hemorrhage.—Medical 


World. 


Prof. Parvin states that pruritus valve may be sometimes due 
to wild hairs. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


EDITORIAL BREVITIES. 
Art the last meeting of the board of Fulton County Commissioners, Dr. Rob- 
ert W. Westmoreland was elected County Physician. 





Dr, JAMES AVERY, who had sought a domicile in Charlotte, N. C., has re- 
turned to Atlanta, A-very good move; rather remove. 


Ir PAYS, says the World’s Medical Review, to be special physician to Kaiser 
Wilhelm, Lauer, his medical adviser, received a donation of three hundred 
thousand marks on March 22. 


Ovr young and gifted friend Dr. F. W. McRae has just left us for New York 
City to avail himself of the polyclinic advantaces which the great American 
metropolis offers to the ardent pursuer of medical science. ° 


DEATH OF Dr. HENRY WILE.—It pains us to chronicle the death of this 
young and skillful physician. He had been residing here about two years. His 
failing health prompted him to seek another clime, and to go to Colorado. He 
died on the way. Dr. Wile was a favorite pupil of Dr. Duhring. 


Tue SToNE MounrTAIN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION convened at Decatur, Ga., 
on the 7thof April. There was a good attendance and more than usual inter- 
est manifested on the part of members. The discussions were interesting, and 
a brief of them was prepared for this issue of the REcorD, but is unavoidably 
crowded out. It will appear in our next. 


A SurRpRisE—and it was an agreeable one! Mr. Parke, of the world-re- 
nowned firm of Parke, J avis & Co., stepped into our office a few days ago, in 
company with his genial and polite agent, Dr. Stone, now a resident of Atlanta. 
We were delighted to meet them. Mr. Parke is a most affable gentleman. 
This was his first visit to us; and he has left an impression as lasting as the 
monumental business which he and his associates have erected in this scientific 
and progressive age. 


ANTIPYRINE. 

A subscriber asks to be infurmed in relation to the history and literature of 
antipyrine. As yet, but little has been published in regard to the mode of its 
preparation and its history. Technically, it is dimethyl oxychinozin. It is a 
quinoline compound, and was discovered by Dr. Knoor, of Erlangen, Germany. 
Dr. Filehne, a German writer, was the first to publish a full account of it. . As 
we have not his work before us, we cannot give particulars as to the method of 
its manufacture, and how it was first discovered. Its exact name is not yet de- 
termined. It is a reddish-gray powder, very soluble in water, and has a slightly 
bitter taste, It has been given by the mouth in doses of 10 to 30 grains, and 
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may be given hypodermically or by enema. In overdoses it acts somewhat 
like styrchnia, causing tetanic symptoms. Jt is supposed to reduce the temper- 
ature by acting upon the thermogentic or heat centres, We would be pleased 
to have reports from medical brethren as to the use and properties of this new 
and valuable agent. —_— 


WE are pleased to note the publication of the contribution of Dr. J McF, 
Gaston to the British Medical Association, at Brighton, on the practicability 
of accomplishing a fistulous communication in the human subject from the gall- 
bladder into the duodenum. This well illustrated paper appeared in the Brit- 
ish Medical Journal of February 5, and we learn that Professor Gaston has a 
letter of indorsement from Dr. George Hosley, of London—the highest author- 
ity upon disorders of the liver in the medical world. Mr, Willet also presented 
a paper before the British Medical Association, advocating the feasibility of this 
cholecysto-duodenal opening, while Golzi, an Italian surgeon, has reported a 
series of experiments upon dogs, corroborating those made by our Atlanta sur- 
geon for demonstrating this outlet for the bile in cases of complete impermea- 
bility of the gall duct. Thus, it would seem, that the claim of Dr. Gaillard for 
this mode of communication between the gall: bladder and duodenum as “ Gas- 
ton’s Operation” is sustained by prominent members of the medical profession 
abroad, and that this measure of relief is likely tou be adopted in cases of entire 
occlusion of the common bile duct. 


QUININE NOT GOOD IN HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FEVER. 

Dr. E. H, M. Parrham, of Fordyce, Ark., writes : 

“JT would dissuade our professional brethren from the use of quinine in hem- 

‘orrhagic malarial fever. I have just treated an aggravated case successfully 

which demonstrated to my mind that quinine has caused the death of many, 
and benefitted none.” 

We hope the Doctor will report his case in detail at an early day. We thank 
him for the following compliment paid to our journal : 

“T am glad to say that I believe the SourHeERN MEDICAL REcorD the best 
and most practical journal published in the United States.” 


PROFESSOR JONES’ MEDICAL AND SURGICAL MEMOIRS. 

This book, an advertisement of which may be found on our twelfth advertis- 
ing page, is a very able work, It must have required a prodigious amount of 
labor and expense. Professor Jones will be remembered as the able and inde- 
fatigable Surgeon in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States—a man 
of profound learning and of untiring energy in medical and scientific investi- 
gation. We have not space, and feel that, if we had, we could not do justice 
to Professor Jones or his able work. It is a work which contains an immense 
amount of interesting information, and on subjects but little understood. Our 
readers should by all means procure a copy of this book, which they may do 
by addressing Prof. Joseph Jones, at New Orleans. See advertisement. 


IN MEMORY OF J. E. KINTZ. 

It seems that Death truly “loves a shining mark,” and why so many in the 
flush of life’s opening day, who give promise of being a blessing to their friends 
and the world, are taken away by an untimely death will remain a mystery until 
God gives the solution in the light of Eternity. 











214 SourHERN MepicA ReEcorp, 


Mr. J. E, Kintz was born near Sunset, Perry County, Ohio, September 20, 
1861, and died of congestion, at Atlanta, Ga., February 4, 1887. He was the 
only son of Mr, Charles Kintz, a most worthy and respectahle citizen, and his 
second wife, Clara (nee Brady). In his sudden and brief illness he was far 
away from parents and home, but he was surreunded by the kind friends his 
many virtues had won during his brief sojourn in this city. Everything was 
done that affection and medical skill could suggest ; but the fiat had gone forth, 
and after a few hours of suffering he peacefully passed away. 

Mr. Kintz was instructed by his parents in the doctrines of the Catholic 
Church, and he was a devout and consistent member of that religious body dur- 
ing his life. He made such rapid progress in his studies when attending the 
district schools in his neighborhood, and his character was so admirable, at the 
age of seventeen he was granted a teacher’s certificate, and four years after- 
wards he was made Superintendent of the Public Schools of Readville, Ohio. 
While holding this position he became much interested in the study of medi- 
cine, and began reading under the instruction of Dr. N T. McTeague. He 
afterwards read medicine under Dr. Macgruder, at Somerset, and thea attended 
a course of lectures at the Starling Medical College, of Columbus. While there 
his lungs became feeble, and, thinking a warmer climate might be beneficial, he 
came to Atlanta last Fall to complete his studies at the Southern Medical Col- 
lege. Had he lived he would have received his diploma from this Institution 
on the 4th of March last. Mr. Kintz was one of the most exemplary young 
men we have ever known. Amiable and gentle in disposition, kind and ac- 
commodating in manner, he was generally loved and respected by his fellow- 
students and the Faculty of the College. He was unusually studious and nobly 
ambitious, and gave premise of reaching high attainments in the loved profes- 
sion he had chosen. But he is gone from among us in all the prophetic bright- 
ness of a future career and, we trust, to that blest land where pain and disap- 
pointment are never known. To his parents, brothers and sisters, we tender 
our heartfelt sympathy, with the hope that into their mourning hearts God will 
pour the balm of His tender consolation. T. S. P. 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA—1887. 

The Association met in the Senate Chamber in Atlanta on the 2oth of April, 
and was calied to order by the President, Dr. T. O. Powell. Prayer was of- 
fered by Rev. Dr. Morrison ; an appropriate and cordial address of welcome 
was then made by Dr. J. F. Alexander, which was well responded to by Dr. 
Eugene Foster, of Augusta. Our space will not permit of an extended notice 
of the proceedings. 

In his address to the body, Dr. T. O. Powell, the President, very properly 
departed from the usual stereotyped remarks upon the duties of medical socie- 
ties, and discussed a subject of great interest both to the profession and the pub- 
lic at large. His theme was Heredity and Environment—the transmission of 
both Moral and Physical Peculiarities from Parent to Child—and the great im- 
portance of the fact was forcibly and ably presented. ‘The physician should 
bear in mind this truth, not only in its professional bearings but should impress 
the public with its importance. Healthful families should not marry into de- 
fective or diseased families. He had found, in his observations upon the insane, 
that a majority of insane cases were from hereditary transmission. It was the 
province of the physician to inform the people of the dangers of hereditary 
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transmission, that they may guard against them. Marriages of healthful with 
defective constitutions should be avoided. The stock-breeders have improved, 
and developed fine breeds by observing the law of heredity ; the principle will 
hold good with respect to human beings. The fact of heredity, especially the 
transmission of vices, should be taught in our schools. It would be well if there 
was a board of health in every county to say if a marriage license should be 
granted. “ Many of the offspring of improper marriages find their way into our 
penetentiaries. We have compulsory laws in regard to small-pox, vaccination, 
etc.; why not in relation to marriage also ? Families with neuralgic, insane, alco- 
holic, and syphilitic diatheses should not intermarry. The natural or heredit- 
ary tendencies of children should be noted and utilized. Dr, Powell referred 
to the physical and moral defects of immigrants as tainting our population and 
increasing crime and pauperism in our country, and gave statistics in proof of 
this. He favors the establishment by the State of schools for the feeble mir.ded, 
a hospital for the insane, and a house of correction. We regret that we have 
not space for further notice of this able and interesting address. 

Many interesting subjects were discussed by the Association—among them 
the subject of Expert Testimony ; the bill before the Legislature on Practical 
Anatomy, and the Alabama Medical Organization. On the latter subject Dr. 
Cochran, the great organizer of Alabama, was introduced by Dr. Baird and 
made an interesting address. The report in reference to the Alabama plan of 
organization was, under the constitution, laid over until next session, when it 
must come up for final action. 

A resolution sympathizing with the present efforts to make successful the In- 
ternational Medical Congress elicited considerable discussion, but was finally 
adopted. 

The generous hospitality extended to the Association by the physicians and 
citizens of Atlanta evoked many expressions of appreciation and gratitude. The 
excursion to Salt Spring, and the elegant feast given by our generous fellow- 
citizen Mr. E. W. Marsh, the proprietor of this celebrated health resort, was 
one of the most enjoyable occasions we have ever participated in. The mem- 
bers of the Association were delighted with Salt Springs, with the water, the 
attractions and surroundings of the locality, the mangnificent hotel in process 
of construction, and with the great advantages of the place as a health resort. 
An address of thanks, in behalf of the Association was made by one of its mem- 
bers and responded to by Col. Howell of the Constitution. Mr. Marsh and Mr. 
Inman were present on the occasion and extended personally and cordially that 
generous hospitality for which high-bred and intelligent Georgians are noted. 

The entertainment at the Ivy Street Hospital, the visit to the Southern Med- 
ical College, the Governor’s reception, and the great banquet at the Kimball 
House were all most happy and enjoyable occasions, and will long be remem- 
bered by the large assemblage of medical men constituting the Medical Asso- 
ciat‘on of Georgia. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are: 

President—Dr. A. G. Whitehead, of Waynesborough. 

Vice-Presidents—Dr. A. Smith, Hawkinsville ; Dr. John Gerdine, Athens, 

Secretary—Dr. James A. Gray, Atlanta. 

Treasurer—Dr, E. C. Goodrich, Augusta. 
Censor—Dr. M. H. O’Daniel, Milledgeville, 
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The appointments of Chairmen for Sections Reports are as follows : 

First District—Practice, Dr. J. B. Read ; Surgery, Dr. J. D. Martin; Gy- 
necology, Dr, R. J. Nunn. ' 

Second District—Practice, Dr. B. R. Doster; Surgery, Dr. P. S. Hillsman ; 
Gynzxcology, Dr. J. A, Chappell. 

Third District—Practice, Dr. J. A, Fort ; Surgery, Dr. N. P. Jelks; Gynaw- 
cology, Dr. R. G. Engram. 

Fourth District—Practice, Dr. J. F. Cole; Surgery, Dr. J. W. Griggs, Gy- 
necology, Dr. A. W. Griggs. 

Fifth District—Practice, Dr J. B. Baird ; Surgery, Dr. W. S. Elkin ; Gyne- 
cology, Dr. W. H. Poole. 

Sixth District—Practice, Dr. W. F. Holt ; Surgery, Dr. I. L. Harris ; Gynw- 
cology, Dr. J. Emmett Blackshear. 

Seventh District—Practice, Dr. W. G. England ; Surgery, Dr. F. R. Cal- 
houn ; Gynixcology, Dr. Robert Battey. 

Eighth District—Practice, Dr. A. S.J. Stone; Surgery, Dr. Samuel C. Ben- 
edict ; Gynecology, Dr. M. P. Deadwyler. 

Ninth District—Practice, Dr. W. A. Watson; Surgery, Dr. L. G. Harde- 
man; Gynecology, Dr, J. W. Bailey. 
‘ Tenth District—Practice, Dr. A. C. Davidson ; Surgery, Dr. DeSaussure 
Ford ; Gynecology, Dr. H. F. Campbell. 


Tue J. P, Busa MANUFACTURING Co, was represented at the Georgia Med- 
ical Association by a very pleasant and attractive lady agent, Mrs. Vivian. 
Their Bovinine preparation is a good one. 


PARKE, Davis & Co. had on exhibition at the Georgia Medieal Association 
a very large and varied supply of drugs, chemicals, etc. It was quite refresh- 
ing to the village and country physicians, coming up from remote sections of 
the State, to look at their beautiful preparations, especially their normal liquids, 
sugar coated pills and elastic capsules, coca and cascara cordial, etc. Dr. Stone, 
their gentlemanly and accommodating agent, was present to explain and show 
up everything—in which duty he cannot well be excelled. He also had a pho- 
tographic apparatus and took a negative of the entire body of the members of 
the Association, and will present each member a picture of the group. The 
members were very much pleased with this performance, which was attributed 
to the kindness and partiality of Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co, for Doctors, and 
to the fact that they were all men of fine physique (physic !) 


R. A. Rosinson & Co.—This excellent firm made a beautiful display of their 
preparations at the Georgia Medical Association. Their hypophosphite ; lime 
juice and pepsin ; phosphoric elixir ; wine of coca are all good preparations, 
containing fine medicinal agents well combined and neatly and elegantly pre- 
pared. See the advertisement of this house in this journal. 


BUDWELL’s EMULSION OF Cop Liver OIL.—We invite attention to the ad- 
vertisement of Budwell’s Emulsion of Norwegian Cod- Liver Oil combined with 
the iodides of arsenic, calcium and manganese. We regard this as an admir- 
able combination. The excellent house of Budwell & Christian made an ex- 
hibit of samples of their goods at the recent meeting of the Georgia Medical As- 
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sociation. We were much pleased with the exhibit and the polite gentleman in 
charge and shall take occasion to refer to their preparations again. 


Doser, Goopace & Co. were well represented at the Georgia Medical As- 
sociation. Their Mellin’s Food is a fine preparation for children. 

THE Won. S. MeRRELL CHEMICAL Co.,, of Cincinnati, had also a beautiful 
display. Also, Joun REyNpus & Co, ; the GALVANO-Farpic Co. of New 
York, and Joun Wvetu & Brotuers. Of these we expect to make more 
special mention when we receive their advertisements for the REcorD, which we 
hope soon to do. 


Wao is He?—The American Medical Journal very truly remarks: There 
are thousands ot men in this world who have a name only to live, but are dead 
—dead to the world and to all mankind, except it be to only a few who, 
through the busy din of life, happen to stumble upon them. They identify 
themselves with nothing; they plod the silent paths of darkness and obscurity, 
as if they had no object in life, no good to accomplish, no purpose in their be- 
ing. They drop their bodies in the dust, and but tew know of their death be- 
cause they were not identified with the living and active, and their loss creates 
not even a ripple upon the placid surface of waters. 

“But,” says the reader of this note, “ what has this to do with the medical 
profession?” It has everything to do. Do you not know that there are 
thousands of physicians in this country who have lost their identity? Go, 
ravel over the country, as I have done, and you will find a doctor here and 
there whom you have never heard of before. He has never written a word for 
any medical journal, never been identified with any County, State or National 
Association ; never even become acquainted with his neighbor physicians, ex- 
cept that some kick or cuff has brought him to his senses. ‘His whereabouts is 
unknown. Why? Because he has lost his identity, He has become indiffer- 
ent to himself and to his own interests, and cares but little for the interests of 
others. 

I would not want to live by any profession and isolate myself in this way. 
Let the profession know where you live. Be an Allopath, a Homceopath, an 
Eclectic, be something. Identify yourself with the society in which you move, 
at home and at large. Join your county society ; if none, make one. Join 
your State Medical Society and pay your dues promptly, for it will pay you 
in theend. Identify yourself with the National Association, and you will be 
rewarded. Take at least one medical journal. Write an article, though short 
and broken it be—at least sign your name and address to a postal card, and let 
it be known that you live, nove and have a being. By so doing you obtain an 
enviable position and .a legitimate reputation that will do you good and that 
will live long after you are dead. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

Manual of Treatment; a Concise Presentation of the Modern Methods of 
Treating Disease employed by the best Authors, Teachers, and Practitioners. 
Arranged with special :eference to the needs of American Practitioners. By 
C. F. Taylor, M. D., Editor of The Medical World, and W. IF’. Waugh, A. 
M., M.D., Professor of Practice and Clinical Medicine in the Medico-Chi- 
rurgical College of Philadelphia ; Physician to the Medico-Chirurgical Hos- 
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pital of Philadelphia ; Member of the American Academy of Medicine ; of 
the Academy of Natural Science ; of Microscopic and Biological Section, etc. 

Published by the Medical World, 1520 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

This is a work of over five hundred pages, in which the authors have sought 
to condense, in clear and ready shape, the modern methods of treating disease.. 
It is well and ably written, and must prove most acceptable to the busy practi- 
tioner who, in the press and hurry of professional labor, desires to post himself 
in the emergencies that almost daily arise. Here he finds what is regarded the 
latest and most approved remedies and methods of treatment. The book is of 
convenient size and, being alphabetically arranged, is very handy tor reterence. 
We commend it to our readers. 


Diseases of the Digestive Organs in Infancy and Childhood ; with chap- 
ters on the Investigation of Disease and on the general Management of Chil- 
dren. By Louis Starr, M.D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of Children 
in the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania; Physician to the Children’s 
Hospital,etc. With colored plate and other illustrations. Philadelphia, Pa. - 
P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1886. 

This is a useful and practical work of 383 octavo pages. The chapter on the 
investigation of disease with which the book opens is especially useful to the 
young and inexperienced practitioner. We are particularly impressed with the 
remarks on Respiration, Pulse, and Temperature. The remarks upon the 
Mouth and Fauces are also instructive and interesting. In the habitual consti- 
pation of children we note that he objects to castor oil and rhubarb as being 
followed after their action by a secondary binding effect. Among other use- 
ful formulz advised, we copy the following : 
ie I acSeuerckdandaets cve sede kenecciveervosavees 








seeeeoee Ceeerereeeerreseeereeee 





RL cab cbnbesskndsbitncbbatannegeedes oveensseeseees Ee De 
PAK ieee MINEO MIRE). cc uiosinls osipwocwee seein ociciewsecs eee av. IMs 
Dose, a teaspoonful one to three times per day for a child 6 months old. 


Diagnosis of Diseases of the Brain and of the Spinal Cord. By W.R 
Gowers, M.D., F. R.C. P., Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine in Uni- 
versity College; Physician to University College Hospital, and to the Na- 
tional Hospital for the Paralyzed and Epilectic. New York: Wm. Wood 
X Co. 1885. 

An ably written book of 293 octavo pages, made up of a series of lectures de- 
livered at University College Hospital. First, the medical anatomy is consid- 
ered ; next, the symptoms of brain disease, hemiplegia, convulsions, etc, ; sen- 
sory symptoms, cranial nerve symptoms, mental symptoms, affections of speech; 
ophthalmoscopic changes ; local diagnosis and localization ; pathological diag- 
nosis ; diseases of the cord, medical anatomy of, physiology of, etc. ; destruc- 
tion of functional and organic disease. Plates, with illustrative diagrams, etc. 





Mental Pathology and Therapeutics. By W. Griesenger, M. D., Professor 
of Clinical Medicine and Mental Science in the University of Berlin ; Hon- 
orary Member of the Medico-Psycological Association, etc. Translated from 
the German (second edition) by C. Lockhart Robertson, M. D , Cantabury, 
Medical Superintendent of the Sussex Asylum, Hayward’s Heath, and James 
Rutherford, M. D., Edinburgh. New York: William Wood & Co. 


The work contains 375 octavo pages, and will be welcomed by all lovers of 
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mental science, as ‘‘ Professor Griesinger is essentially the representative and 
the acknowledged leader of the modern German school of medical psycology.”’ 
Every form of mental disease is ably discussed in the book—as of mental depres- 
sion, hypochondriacs, mania, monomania, idiocy, dementia, cretenism, etc. The 
principles and facts of treatment of mental disorders as practiced in Germany 
are especially instructive to all in this country who are in any way concerned 
in lunatic asylums, etc. 


Insanity and its Treatment. Lectures on the treatment, medical and legal, 
of insane patients. By G. Fielding Blandford, M. D., Oxon, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians, London ; late Lecturer on Psycological Medi- 
cine at the School of St. George’s Hospital, London. Third edition. To- 
gether with Types of Insanity, an illustrated guide in the physical diagnosis 
of mental diseases. By Allan McLane Hamilton, M. D., one of the Con- 
sulting Physicians to the Insane Asylums of New York City, and the Hud- 
son River State Hospital for the Insane, ete. New York : William Wood 
& Co. 1886, 

Three hundred and seventy-nine large octavo pages, well printed in plain 
type, and neatly bound in red cloth. Treats ably of the phenomena of Mind, 
the pathology of insanity, morbid appearance of meninges, etc. ; cases of insan- 
ity ; symptoms; acts of the insane; the two extremes of insanity ; acute delir- 
ious mania; general paralysis of the insane ; insanity without delusions ; im- 
pulsive insanity ; examination of patients ; treatment, etc. It is a very recent 
and a very instructive work. 


Analysis of the Urine, with special reference to the Diseases of the Genito- 
Urinary Organs. By R. B. Hoffman, Professor in the University of Gratz, 
and R. Ultzmann, Docent in the University of Vienna. Translated by T. 
Barton Brum, A. M., M. D.. late professor of the Practice of Medicine in the 
Baltimore Polyclinic and Post-Graduate Medical School, and Lecturer in 
Chemical Medicine in the University of Medicine, and H. Holbrook Curtis, 
Ph, B., M. D., Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine ; Member of 
the County Society, etc. Secend edition, revised and enlarged. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. 1886, 

It is affirmed of the work that, while not pretending to be an elaborate and 
exhaustive treatise on the diseases of the genito-urinary organs, it nevertheless 
contains more valuable and practical suggestions on the subject than any other 
work in this line now extant. It is exceedingly popular in Germany, and must 


prove very acceptable in this country. 


HyDRAMNION (eacess of liquor amnii).—Dr. W. B. Meaney, writing from 
London to South Western Medical Gazette, says that at Birmingham, May 
21, 1886, Dr. Lawson Tait operated upon a case of hydramnion, mistaking it 
for an ovarian tumor, the patient having been brought to Dr. Tait’s private 
hospital by a country physician, when upon examination it was decided to be 
an ovarian tumor. 

Ether having been administered, Dr. Tait made his usual abdominal incis- 
ion, when, on the introductiun of his hand to break up the adhesion, it was 
found that the tumor, instead of being ovarian, was an enlarged uterus. An 
aspirator needle was introduced into the cavity of the uterus, and upon some 
of the fluid being withdrawn, it was discovered to be a case of hydramnion. 

A Spencer Wells trocar was introduced, and about two and one-half gallons 
of the amniotic fluid drawn off. The uterus, with its contents, was brought 
out through the abdominal incision, when it was found to contain foetal twins, 
showing the woman to have been in her fitth month of pregnancy. The neck 
of the uterus was transfixed with a clamp—the uterus cut off—the abdominal 
wound brought together by the aid of silk sutures in such a manner as to 
tightly embrace the neck of the uterus beneath the clamp. It was decided to 
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allow the clamp to remain in its position until it should be removed by s'ough- 
ing. 
This was certainly a bold proceeding, and so far as we know, the first opera- 
tion of the kind on record. It is not yet known what was the result of the 
case. 


RECEIPTS. 
For 1886—Dr. A O, Brooks, to March; Dr, P. W. Butler, to July ; Drs C. 
A. Jordan, James Orr, James T. Smith, T. L. Burton, W. B. Allgood. 
For 1887—Drt T. S. Fortson, to July; Dr. B. A. Syms, to March; Dr. J. 
M. Boling, to May ; Dr. J. S. Mitchell, to April; Dr. E. W. Mahan, to June; 
Drs. E. W. Lane, A. C. Davidson. 





Powder of Beef.—A cuncentrated food of the highest nutritive value, It rep- 
resents in an exceedingly concentrated form the total nutritive value of the beef. 
It is tasteless, and can be taken for a longer time than the various extracts of 
beef, beef juices, etc., without exciting naucea. It is not only more readily di- 
gested and assimilated, but also incomparably easier of administration than oth- 
er concentrated aliments, and n ay be added to water, milk, or wine, or beaten 
up with the yolk of an egg. Prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich. 


R. L. Palmer & Co,, Druggists, No. 18 Kimball House, Atlanta, Ga., keep on 
hand a full line of Choice Drugs and Chemicals, especially adapted for Physi- 
cians’ use. Careful attention given to Prescriptions, which are put up with 
great care and precision, using Squibb’s and Wyeth’s preparations, and other 
choice articles of great variety and excellence. 

(& Prescriptions put up night or day, and promptly filled. 

The Viburnum Compound of Dr. Haydin is regarded by the profession an ex- 
cellent preparation, especially recommended in dysmenorrhcea and like nerv- 
ous, painful conditions. See advertisement on page 25 of the advertising de- 
partment of this journal, 

Warner's Caffein and Bromide of Potassium should be known to the practi- 
tioner as one which will rarely disappoint him in cases of severe headache, es- 
pecially of the nervous variety. It is certainly a great satisfaction to have at 
hand a pleasant and palatable remedy for headache. Try it. 

Sharp & Dohme’s Preparations. — This house stands very high throughout 
the country for staunch business qualities, and for the purity and excellence 
of their preparations. Their head-quarters, at Baltimore, is central and their 
business is widening in all directions. We highly commend them to the confi- 
dence and patronage of our readers. See their advertisement on second cover 
page of this journal. 

Lacto-Peptine.—Reports of the excellency of this preparation continue to 
come up trom the ranks of the profession. It is adapted to all phases of indi- 
gestion, and is especially recommended in summer complaints of children, 
teething, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera infantum, etc. It is prepared by the 
New York Pharmacal Association. This excellent establishment keeps an 
advertisement in this journal. 


Colden’s Liquid Beef Tonic is undoubtedly a superior preparation. It is highly 
nutrient, and 1s a tonic of superior merit. It is excellent as a substitute for beef 
tea and may be used with good effect in low states of the system where ordinary 
foods are distasteful and where the digestive powers are weak. An advertise- 
ment of this excellent preparation may be seen in another part of this journal. 
Be sure and examine it.—Ep. 

Mellin’s Food is a dry powder made from wheat and malted barley. By a 
careful, scientific process the indigestible portions of the grain are extracted, and 
the entire starch pronerty is converted into dextrine and grape-sugar by the 
action of the malt diastase. Thus the greater part of the work of digestion is 
performed before the Food reaches the stomach. Prepared by Doliber, Goodale 
& Co. See advertisement on page 26. 












